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Diseases of Cooconut Trees

1000. SHRI M. N. GOVINDAN
NAIR: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE AND IRRIGATION be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that coconut trees are affected by
tropical diseases in Kerala;

(b) whether the State Government
has any scheme or proposal to fight
this menace; and

(c) if so, Central Government's
attitude to thig proposal?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA):- (a)
The Government of India are aware
of the fact that coconut trees in Ke-
rala are affected by a discase cailed
“root-wilt” which is a slow and
debilitating disease,

(b» and {(c). Ycs Sir. Bared ~n
the proposal submitted by the State
Government, the Government of
India have sanctioned a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme for rejuvenation
of disease ang unproductive coconut
plantations in Kerala and the outlay
approved is as detailed below:—

Rs.
1977-73 7 066 lakhs
1978-79 32 343 lakls
Torar ;:o;;ln—hs

——.

Procurement of Rain Affected Wheat

1001. SHRI D. D. DESAIL: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

{a) whether any orders have been
issued by his Ministry relaxing speci-
fications for procurement of rain
affected wheat for the marketing sea-
son 1977-78;

(b) it so, whether this will affect
storage of these procured grains: and
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(c¢) whether precautionary steps
have been taken in storage of such
rain affected grains?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
SURJIT SINGH BARNALA): (a)
to (¢). The Government of India
have relaxed the specifications so as
to provide for the procurement of
rain affected wheat. The storability
of such foodgrains is comparatively
less and all necessary precautions are
being taken for proper storage of
these stocks.
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