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Written Answers B3
Sen Trmmperd of Kopken
(Rembay-Giain)

4208, SHR] BAPUSAHER PARU-
LEKAR: Will ghe Minister of SHIP-
PING AND TRANSPORT be pleased
to state:

(a) whaether sea transport of Kon.
kan line (Bombay-Goa) was nationa-
lised in 1973;

(b) whether every year the fares
of the journey is being increased and
if so, the proportion in increase;

(c) whether there is a considerable
increase in travel charges as compar.
ed to one prior to nationalisation;

(d) whether only two ships ply on
the line with the effect that many
major and minor portd on the line
are not touched by the ships during
the last two years; and

(e) if 80, steps Government propose
to take in the matter?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). The fares had to be
increased in order to meet a part of
the rising operational costs gs below:

Year Increased by
November 1973 30 per cent.
April 1974 10 per cent.
November 1974 680 per cent.

However, after a review in May,
1975, the fare structure was rationa-
lised and reduced by about 14.5 per
cent. The lower deck class fares from
Bombay to all the Konkan ports are
even today lower than the fares cha-
rged by State Transport Bus Service.

(d) Only two ships operate on this
route. Ports to be touched en route
are decided by the State Governments
concerned.

(e) Does not arise.





