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Operation on Uneconomic Branch Lines

2072. SHRI K. SURYANARAYANA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state;

(a) whether a large number of un.
economic branch lines are being ope-
rated by the Railways in different parts
of the country; and

(b) the present policy of Govern~
ment regarding continuance of these
branch lines, particularly in view of
the stiff competition from the road
traffic?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) Yes.

(b) The general policy is not to
close any railway line on the ground
of unremunerativemess only. A line
may, however, be considered for clo-
sure wherever adequate witernative
modes of cheaper transport exist and
where such a closure would not ad-
versely affect public interest, inciud-
ing any important economic activity.
Even in these exceptiops] cases, the
concerned State Government is con-
sulted,





