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(4) . whether all such moves would 
be sheJved OD account of economy drive ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS 
AND THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SHRI RAM NIWAS MIRDHA): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) Post Offices are shifted from one 
rented buUding to another rented building 
takins into consideration various factors 
such as operational requirements, inade-
quacy of the present accommodation, 
persistent demands from the landlords for 
vacation of the building; etc. 

(c) This information in respect of 
each Postal Division of Himachal Pradesh 
is being collected and will be laid on the 
Table of the House. 

(d) No, Sir. Each case wil1 be consi-
dered on its merits. 

Setting up of Pilot Project for obtaining 
Fuel from Coal 

4713. SHR.I P. R. KUMARAMA .. 
NGALAM : Will the Minister of ENER· 
GY be pleased to state: 

(8) whether underground coal fires 
are still raging in our coal mines and 
reducing our mineral wealth and if so, 
details thereof and measures taken/pro-
posed indicating estimated losses suffered 
80 far; 

(b) whether a Committee set up un-
der Sir l.e. Ghosh in 19S4, bad recommen-
ded setting up of a pilot project for obtai?-
ins fuel from coal as has been done In 
West Germany and if so, progress made 
so far; and 

'-. 

(c) whether the project bas not made 
·d . f cost any progress due to conSl eratlon 0 

price calculations of the fucl oil on t~e 
lines of discontinuation of alcohol In 
petrol after the Second World War ? 

THB MINISTER. OF ENERGY (SHRJ 
VASANT STATE) : <.) 84 lires are repor· 

ted to be active at present in underll'ouDd 
coal mines in the country. Pires have 
been active since the· beginning of the 
ce~tury. In Jharia coalfield alone a JOSI 
of 36 million toones of coal has been esti· 
mated due to fires. Projects coveriq 6' 
fires in various coal companies arc under 
implementation. Projects are being pre-
pared to cover the remain ina fires. 

(b) The Ghosh Committee (19'6) 
made a proposal for setting up of plant. 
for the production of synthetic liquid fueJ 
from coal. 

(c) In general it can be said that 
the economics of coal to oil conversion i. 
not favourable. 

LPG Fadl it, to Port Blair 

4714. SHRI MANORANJAN BHA· 
KT A: Will the Minister of PETRO· 
LEUM AND NATURAL GAS be p]ea.ed 
to state : 

<8> whether Government had earlier 
decided to provide Indane LPG las to 
all district headquarters including Port 
Blair, the capital of Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands 

(b) if so, tho reasons why this faci-
lity has not been extended to Port Blair 
so far; and 

(c) when his Ministry proposes to 
extend the facility to Port Blair? 

THE MINISTER OF STATB OF THB 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
NATURAL GAS (SHRI CHANDRA 
Saf,KHAR SINGH) : (a) to (c). The Oil 
tt1«tketing companies have been advised to 
~~brd priority in providing LPG facUlties 
to district Headquarters subject to econo-
mic viability. The Andaman & Ni90bar 
Administration and the Indian Oil Corpora-
tion are exploring tbe feasibility of LPG 
marketing at Port Blair, keepiu, in view 
tbe relevant aspects like trantport_atioD 
arrao,ements, costa, infrastructural requi-
rements etQ. 




