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wagons by the factories, The de-
mandg for movement of sugar are
being met currently.

Rapid Transit System for Madras

1940. DR. A. KALANIDHI.: Will
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleas
ed to state;

(a) whether it is a fact that the
Metropolitan Transport Project (Rail-
ways) which has done the studies for
the Rapid Transit System for Madras
City is being disbanded from 31-3-80,
and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF ‘RAILWAYS
(SHR! C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF):
(a) No. A nucleus team of staff and
officers is being kepi, awaiting clear-
ance from Planning Commission who
provide funds for this work outside
the Railway Plan.

(b) Does not arise.
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Conversion of Rupsa—Bangiri Posi
Line

1943. SHR1 CHINTAMANI JENA:
Wil] the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to gtate-

(a) whether there is any proposal
to convert Rupsa-Bangiri Posi narrow
gauge Railway line into a DBroad
gauge line;

(b) whether there has been =any
survey of the project conducted; and

(¢) 1f so, the total cost estimaled
and when the project is proposed to
be implemented?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1N
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K JAFFER SHARIEF):
(a) to (c). A reconnaissance engineer-
ing-cum-traffic survey for conversion
of Rupsa-Bangiri Pasi NG line into
BG and its extension upto Chakulia/
Gurumahisanj or some other suitable
points is nearing completion. A deci-
sion about the conversion of this NG
line into BG will be taken after the
survey report is received, taking into
consideration the financial viability
of the project as well as the overall
resources position.
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Late Running of Mm—woru
Mai]

1944, SHR1 G. M. BANATWALILA:
Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state.

(a) whether it is a fact that Mad-
ras-Mangalore Mail is always run-
ning late;

(b) if go, the reasons therefor; and

(c) whay gteps are being taken to
ensure punctuality with respect +to
this train?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTERY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF):
(a) to (¢). During period from 1st
January, 1980 to 18th March, 1980,
punctuality of 1 Dn Madras-Mangalore
Mail wag 84 6 per cent. The days on
which it ran late, it was due tg Loco
failure on account of bad coal staff
and public agitation  signal failure
and bad weather. In order to improve
the punctuality of this train a special
watch is being kept round the clock.

General Cargo Berth ai Haldia Dock
Complex

1945 SHRI SATYA GOPAL MISRA:
Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state-

(a) whether there is any proposal
under consideration t{o construct
another general cargo berth at Hal-
dia Dock Complex;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(¢) if not, what ijs the alternative
proposal to meet the grave necessity
for more berths at the said Dock?

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHR1 A. P. SHARMA):
(a) No.

(b) Does not arise.
(¢) The need for an additional car-

go berth at Haldia Dock has not been
felt.





