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Research in Cultivation of Lokena for
Fodder and Timber

3200. SHRI R. K. MHALGI: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government’s attention
has been drawn to a letter appearing
in the Marathi “Loksatte» dated the
12th January, 1980 regarding cultiva-
tion of “Lokena” trees which grow
over 60 feet in height in a short period
of five j'ears and which are consider-
ed to be ideal for providing cattle
fodder and timber; and

(b) if so, whether Government pro-
pose to make further research in thq
matter and start plantation of this
tree on an experimental 1basis?

THE  MINISTER OF  STATE
IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE (SHRI R. V. SWAMINATH-
AN): (a) Leucaena leucocephala
commonly known as Koo-babul tree
has mainly 3 types of plants. Short
bushy growing upto 5 metres height
is 'known as  ‘Hawaiian types’,
which are low yielders. The
second type is known as ‘“Peru
types” which are tall growing upto
15 metres height with extensive
branches and provide high quality
and quantity of forage.  The third
type is known as “Salvador types’
which are tall trees growing upto
height of 20 metres with large
leaves and thick trunk, they are
the high yielders.

b

Leucaena tfree provides nutritious
leaves for  animal fodders. twigs
for fuel and full grown trunks as
timber. The seed of leucaena con-
tain gum (15 to 20 per cent) and
the leaves contain 26 to 30 per rent
protein.  This tree is reported to
fix nitrogen symbiotically® from air
benefiting the  succeeding crop
taken in rotation. However, it has
toxic substance known as mimosine
which <becomest toxic to animals if
fed in large quantities for  longer
period of 6 to 8 months. If the leu-
caena leaves fed lo the ftattle form
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only about 30 to 40 per cent of the
total daily feed to the cattle the
problem  of toxic  threshold  of
mimosine wojrild be eliminated.

(b) The research programme on

Leucaena leucocephala is  already
in progress at the Indian Grassland
and Fodder Research Institute,
Jhansi (U.P.) and a* some of
the Agricultural Universities  and
other Institutions  such as Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, , Koslibad  Hills,
Bombay, Bharatiya  Agro-Industries
URULIKANCHAN, Poona etc. It is
also proposed to intensify research
on all aspects of this tree for social
forestry, soil amelioration, fodder
production as  well as for fuel.
Efforts are also being put for plan-
tation of this tree for fodder-cum-
fuel system in  both drought-
prone and irrigated areas and also
introduce in waste lands, Saline
and Alkaline areas, ravines lands
etc. To meet this requirement, large
scale seed production and procure-

ment programmes are being plan-
ned.
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