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(SHRI MUFTI MOHAMMED SAYEED): (a)
to (¢). Information is being collected and will
be laid on the Table of the House.

india-Pak Relations

281. PROF. SAIF-UD-D!N SOZ: Will
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are considet-
ing to make etforts to further normalise the
relations with Pakistan; and

(b) 1 so, whether the matter relating to
the opening of Srinagar-Rawalpindi road is
also proposed 1o be taken up?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI | K GUJRAL) (a) Yes Sr.
The Government 1s keen to strengthen
friendly co-operative relations with the neigh-
bours.

(b) No such proposal 1s under Govern-
ment’s consideration.

Losses Incurred by Dethi Transpotrt
Corporation

282. PROF. VIJAY KUMAR
MALHOTRA: Wilithe Minister of SURFACE
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) the financial losses incurred by the
Delhi Transport Corporation during 1988-89
and 1989-90 so far,

(b) the main reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps being taken to improve the
financial condition of the Corporation?

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE TRANS-
PORT AND MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI K.P. UNNIKRISHNAN): (a)
As per provisional accounts, the details of
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financial losses incurred by DTC during 1988-
89 are as under:-

(Rs. in crores)

1988-89

i)  Working Loss 52.20

n)  Depreciation 13.80
i)  Interest charges 32.99
v) Net loss 98.99

Delhi Transport Corporation has esti-
mated that in the first 8 month of 1989-90, its
loss would amount to Rs. 84.48 crores.

(b) and (c). DTC has been incurring
losses mainly due to unremunerative fare
structure and nising cost of labour and other
inputs besides concessionaltty in passes to
various groups of passengers such as, stu-
dents, residents of resettlement colonies
etc. Forimproving the financial performance
of DTC, steps taken by DTC includes route-
rationalisation economy in expenditure, better
inventoty control, prevention of leakage of
revenues etc.

improvement in Calcutta Telephones

283. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased
to state the steps Government propose to
take for the improvement of the working of
the Calcutta Telephones? )

THEMINISTEROF SURFACE TRANS-
PORT AND MINISTER OF COMMUNICA.-
TIONS (SHR! K.P. UNNIKRISHNAN): A
project for improvement of telephone serv-
ices of Calcutta Telephones is under execu-
tion. The project includes modernisation of
the system with

(i) replacements of old electro-
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machanical exchanges by elec-
tronic exchanges,

(i) introduction of pulse code modu-
lation are digital microwave sys-
tems;

(iif) ducting of cables; and

(iv) replacements of worn out exter-
nal plants.

A special Focus Committee under the
Chairmanship of the Finance Minister of
the State Government has also been set
up to suggest further measures for
improvement during the next Plan oeriod.

Implementation of Sen Committee’s
Recommendations

284. SHRI CHITTA BASU: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state the steps taken to implement the Sen
Committee’s recommendations for agricul-
tural development in the Eastern States?

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (SHRIDEVI
LAL): Report of Dr. S.R. Sen Committee on
Agricultural Productivity in Eastern India was
submitted to Reserve Bank of India in De-
cember 1984. Main spear-heads of develop-
ment for Eastern states as recommended by
the Committee inter-alia included massive
provision of tube wells, pumps, controlled
use of irrigation, appropriate water manage-
ment techniques, adequate drainage net
work, micro watershed.development, orien-
tation of input services and extension sup-
port to small and marginal farmers, land
reforms, revitalisation of credit and coopera-
tive institutions etc. The Committee also
worked out a rough estimate of Public out-
lays and needs of credit to provide a broad
indication of the magnitude of efforts re-
quired for implementation of the recom-
mended programmes.
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The recommendations of the Commit-
tee were considered at a Conference of
Chiet Ministers of Bihar, Orissa, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal held at Patna on
8th January, 1986, under the Chairmanship
of the then Union Agriculture Minister. Since
Agriculture is a State subject, the concerned
State governments were advised to imple-
ment the recommendations as part of the
State Plan Programmes for which funds are
available under State/Central Schemes
keeping in view their relative priorities. The
States were also called upon to improve the
quality of agnicultural management, fulfutili-
sation of resources available under the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes and enforce
creditdiscipline to double the supply of credit
from the banking system. The states agreed
to incorporate the recommendations of thg
Committee in their State Plans.

In response to the follow-up action initi-
ated by the Department of Agriculture and
Cooperation, the information received so far
reveals that many of the recommendations
of the Committee are by and large included
in their various on-going and new pro-
grammes.

Release of Postal Stamp of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in 1990

285. SHRIRAM NAIK: Will the Minister
of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have decided
o release a special postal stamp on the
occasion of birth centenary of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar in 1990; and

(b) if so, the time bound action pro-
posed by Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE TRANS-
PORT AND MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI K.P. UNNIKRISHNAN): (a)
No Sir, 2 stamps have already been issued
to commemorate reserved memory of Dr.





