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directly to the public. This is for the fir .. ' li,ne (d) the time by which the production of 
we are disinvesting from our PlJOIiC sedor such cars is likely to start? 
units. ArvJ that is WI", there IS a little risk. " 
we do not proceed lIery carefully, there may 
be either over-pricing or under-pricing. That 
is why, we have gone through mutual funds 
and financial institutions. 

So far as the new disinvestment is 
conc:erned, the hon. Member will be glad to 
know that we have appointed a committee 
under the chairmanship of Shri V. Krishna 
Murthy, Member, Planning CommissIOn, to 
go into the details and to suggest modalities 
as to how we should go for further 
disinvestment. .. (Interruptions) 

UR. SPEAKER: What is it, Mr. Acttaria? 
• is ra the way. 

SHRI P.t<. THUNGQN: We have to be 
cautious and that is one of the reasons. 
Othefwise there would have been problems 
in the Stadt Exchange and the capital mar-
ket would have crashed. There would have 
been a crisis and there would have been 
imbalance in the whole of capital market. 
That is why, being the Government, we have 
10 proceed very carefuDy SO that the capital 
mariIat is also taken care of and at the $atTl8 

time, our purpose is also met. AJso, we did 
not have much time and that is why, we haw 
10 go ~ the mutual fund. and financial 
instit&Aions. 

8aUery-of*8tIId c.. 
+ 

·392. SHRJ R SURENDER REDDY: 
SHRIlALlT ORAON: 

(a) whIIIChef the Government have ap-
~ the manufactur. of baIlety~a1ed 
cars bJ the Addy Current CottIOls (Incla) 
l.imMd of KeIaIa; 

(c) 1he estimDd cost and eapacIy of 
1he profIct; and 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (PROF. P.J. 
KURIEN): (a) to (d). MIs Eddy Current Con-
trols (India) Ud. are being permitted to 
manufacture 'Battery Operated Electric Car' 
at Chalakudy, Mukundrpuram (Kerala), for a 
capacity of 6000 per annum. The estimated 
cost of the project is expected to be around 
As. 6 crares. The Company expects to start 
production within six months of approval. 

SHRI R. SURENDER REDDY: We 
know that in our country, we are not doing 
adequate research in battery operated cars. 
Is the Government wiUlng to take up re-
search work to pl'oduce battery operated 
cars? If It needs huge outlay, is the Govern-
ment willing to gIVe some subsidy tor this 
huge outlay? 

PROF. P.J. KURIEN: Research is al-
ready going on in the Department of Science 
and Technology with regard to non-conven-
tional energy-used cars. This is one such 
car, which has beer. designed by an Indian, 
with our own R&D and with full indigenous 
technology. Government is giving aU pos-
sible assistance 10 R&D for non-conven-
tionaJ energy sources, for battery operated 
cars and Jor cars opel ated with similat non-
conventional energy SOUfCQS. 

SHRI R. SURENDER REDDY: Sir, I 
asked a specific question. Is the Govern-
ment willing to give subsidy to this Addy 
Current Controls_ This is a Kerala - based 
Company and the hon. Minister ia from 
Kerala. I think he should consider .. Is he 
willing to give subsidy and beat all develop-
ment cost tor thi, car? 

PROF. P.J. KURIEN: The Company 
has deve60ped • technology wiIhou1 our 
subGidy and they ate now gotng into produc-
bon. I do not think there is any need to give 
any .~ tor this techno6ogy. 
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SHRt RAM NAil<: Sir, what is that is the SHRt K.V. THANGKABAlU: t would 
approximate cost of this new car? What is Iik8 1.0 know from the hon. Minister whether 
the cost of production? And at what rate is it there is any proposal from Tam~ Nadu to 
likely to be sold acoording the project report manufacture battery operated car; if so, what 
which the Government has seen? is the status of this proposal whether the 

PROF. P.J. KURIEN: According to the 
project report, the cost of the new car at ex-
factory prices is estimated at As. 1.75 lakh 
and they are to produce 6,000 cars per 
annum. 

SHRt RAM NAIK: What is the sale 
price? 

PROF P.J. KURIEN: It is the sale price. 
including the excise duty as it exists today. 

SHRI RAM NAIK: What is the cost of 
production and what is the sale price? These 
are two different things. 

PROF. P.J. KURIEN: I have stated that 
the sale price is As. 1.75 Iakh. Cost of 
production would be minus excise duties 
and other related things. 

MR SPEAKER: The cost d production 
may be wih the Company. He wiD find it out 

SHRI SOBHANAOREESWARA RAO 
V ADDE: Sir, through you I would like to know 
from the hon. Minister whether he is aware of 
a proposal from Vijaywada Autonagar, a 
pioneer in the automobile field -Raghavayya 
has also submitted a proposal for the battery 
operated car, which model was earlier run by 
the then Prime Minister. In vieW d the steep 
rise in the price of fuel and petrol, wiD the 
Government consider that proposal and 
give permission to produce battery operated 
car? 

MR. SPEAKER: I do not think it would 
be fair to ask the Minster to reply such 
questions on the fJoo(of the House. That wi. 
not be fair. Otherwise, people will ask lor the 
licences and permission on the floor of the 
House. You can talk to him later. 

Government has approved of this proposal 
or not? 

PROF. P.J. KURIEN: Sir, there is no 
proposal from Tamil Nadu for the battery 
operated cars. However, there is a proposal 
from Tamil Nadu for fuel efficient diesel 
operated car. As per the proposal it gives 
~ 45 kms per litre. That proposal is 
under consideration of the Government 

SHRI PAlA KM. MATHEW: Sir, I would 
like 10 know whether there is any possbility 
of exporting this car. I would also like to know 
whether the entire technology used is in-
digenous and if there is any import a c0mpo-
nent, whaI is the percentage of expenditure 
on that. 

PROF. P.J. KURIEN: Sir,lhavealready 
made it dear that the entire technology is 
indigenous. developed by our own R &0 
wing. There is no component that is im-
ported. So, there is no question of any flow 01 
foreign exchange. 

With regard 10 export possbility, the 
company has informed us that there are 
certain enquiries from abroad also about it 
and the company is exploring the possbility 
of export. t hope the export wi. also be 
possible. 

[ T ntnsIatiionJ 
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PATL: 
SHRI GOViNDRAO NIKAM: 

Wi. the PRIME MINISTER be pleased 
10 state: 




