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indicate at this stage the number Qf ~r$'\lls 
below the poverty )inc as per the National 
Sample;.S~.Y'iQcaani .. t.i.QQ S~y tiJl 1983. 

(b) and (c). Does not arise. 

I U. IS. tPropagaada .. oat Area Along 
4i"chi~(;I"tC"r·Near·.LadMth 

6679. SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: 
Will .t~.e .~.iQ.~r _9fB>.\tERNAL .AFFAIRS 
be p]~~~.4 to ,S,tale : 

,(a) .wlMther any map pubtished in United 
States of America show the area along the 
Siachin Glacier sector near Ladakh to be 
belol)ainJ ~o Fflkjstan; and 

(b) jf so, the action taken by Government 
to count~r the false United .States pro-
pasanda? 

THB MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SliR.I lKHURSHEED ALAM KHAN) : 
(a) and (b). ,Certain maps published by US 
Department of State have shown incorrect 
depiction of t.he line of control in the State 
of J~ft'lU ,and Kashmir. Government ha5 
taken up the m.atter with the US Gover.nli~ent 
on .. v~(ious occa.-sicns. 

Proposal for Separate Deptt. of Non-
Resident ·1 ndiaM 

6680. SHRI 'Po A. ANTONY: Will the 
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether there is any proposal to set 
up a scpar,te d~.par~ment to lQo~ after the 
interests of no.n-resident Indians; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof 'l 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTR¥ OF -EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI KH'URSHEED ALAM KHAN): (a) 
and (b). A Division has been set up to 
coordinate work relating to Non· resident 
lndians. 

Vayudoot Se"ice between Calcutta and 
D.arje~Ullg ,aDd D1tIba 

66St. SH,RI HA"NNAN' MOLLAH: 
Will the .~inister .,of 'TOURISM AND CIVIL 
A VIA TION be p~e~sed '0 state : 

(a) whether Government are aware of 
the .sowing number Qf tourists in 
Darjeelina and "9· .. qf i\li.'"t Mengal; 

(p.) ,whether ·Oe;vwn,ment 'propQSe to 
introduce a V~,udpot servi~e fJ;om Calcutta 
to Darjeeting' and Digh'a to cope with the 
problem; and 

(c) if so, when 1 

TilE 'MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
'MJNISTRY OF TOURISM AND CI.VIL 
AVIATION (SHRI ASHOK GEHLOT) : (a) 
to (c). Darjee1ing ~nd Digha do not have 
aerodromes and are at a distance of approx. 
30 Kms and 78 Kms from Bagdogra and 
Calcutta respectively, which already have 
adequate airlinks. There is no proposal at 
present to link Darjeeling and Digba with a 
Vayudoot service. 

[ Translation] 

"Thar Desert" 

6682. SHRI KAMLA PRASAD 
RAWAT: Will the PRIME MINISTER be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Thar Desert is spreading 
as per the views of the expert on environ-
mental protection of Thar Desert and the 
Ad'fisor to the U. N. Environmental 
Programme; 

(b) if so, whether tbis desert is 5p~adiDI 
due to the felling of desert trees -by the 
villagers and the absence of fodder arrange-
men ts there; 

(c) if so, whether Government propose 
to make fuel wook and fodder available to 
the villagers at cheap rates; and 

(d) if not, the reasons thcr~for? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRI VIR SEN) : (a) and (b). 
According to the studies of tbe Central Arid 
Zone Research Institute, Jodbpw', no 
conclusive scientific evidenoe is avail~ble to 
show that the Thar Desert is spreading. The 
Opinions differ primarily because of 
terminological controversy. The studies, 
however, underline t-he fact that xerlc condi-
tions within Ute Desert have accentuated due 
to over exploitation of vegetation and laad 
resources for meeting fuel and fo4der. 
rcquireroents~ 

(c) No. Sir, 
(d) 1\ li \\Qt feuible. 




