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OBITUARY REFERENCES

MR. SPEAKER : I have to inform the
House of the sad demise of six of our friends,
namely, Shri P. Govinda Menon, Shri D.
Fring, Shri N. B, Maiti, Shri Mehr Chand
Khanna, Shrimati Leela Ray and Shri K, V,
Ranga Reddy.

Shri P. Govinda Mcnon was a sitting
Member of this House nnd the Minister of
Law and Social Welfare. He had been a
Member of the Constituent Assembly, Provi-
sional Parliament and Third Lok Sabha during
the years 1947~1952 and 1962-1967. He
had also been the Chief Minister of the
ersiwhile Cochin State during the years
1946-47 and that of Travancore-Cochin during
1955-56. He also served as Chairman of
the Committee on Public Undertakings of
Parliament in 1564, He held these offices
with diligence, sincerity and great sense of
devotion. He was a highly seasoned parlia-
menterian and made very useful contributions
in the House and the Commitees. As a man,
he was quite imassuming and friendly with
one and all. T recall his presence here in
this House till the last day of the last session.
He suddenly passed away at New Delhi on
the 23rd May, 1970 at the age ol 62.

Shri D. Ering was also a sitting Member
of this House and Deputy Minister for Food,
Agriculture, Community Development and
Cooperation. He had also been a Member
of the Second and Third Lok Sabha during
the years 1961-67. He was a very promising
youngman with pleasing manners. He has
been snatched away by death at Shillong on
the 21st June, 1970 at the age of 40 only.

Shri N. B. Maiti was a Member of Second
Lok Sabha during the years 1957-1962. He
had been a Member of the West Bengal
Legislative Assembly for a long time and was
also a Minister in the West Bengal Govern-
ment during 1947-52. He passed away at
Calcutta on the 20th May, 1970 at the age
of 78.

Shri Mehr Chand Khanna was a Member
of Third Lok Sabha during the years 1962—67.
He was Minister of Rehabilitation during
1954-62 and Minister of Works, Housing and
Supply during 1962=1967. Before indepen-
dence, he had been the Minister of Finance
in North-West Frontier Province during
1937-1945. He was a good administrator with
strong convictions and was known for his
boldness and straight forwardness. He
passed away at New Delhi on the 4th June,
1970 at the age of 73.

Shrimati Leela Ray was a Member of the
Constituent Assembly during the years
1946-47. She was & close associate of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose and a prominent leader
of the freedom struggle. She passed away
at Calcutta on the 12th June, 1970 at the age
of 70.

Shri K. V. Ranga Reddy was a Member
of the Provisional Parliament during the
years 1950-52. He had also been Deputy
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. He
passed away at Hyderabad on the 24th July,
1970 at the age of 79.
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We deeply mourn the loss of these friends
and 1 am sure the House will join me in
conveying our condolences to the bereaved
families.

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER OF
ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER OF HOME
AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF PLANNING
(SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI) : Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir, as you just informed us we have lost
two distioguished colleagues and two other
respected persons who are not members of
the present House but were familiar figures
in earlier Lok Sabhas.

The House will miss Shri Govinda
Menon's powerful voice. As Minister and
parliamentarian, he was elogquent and
commanded widespread respect. He came
to hold the high office of Law and Social
Welfare after a long record as a fighter
championing the cause of States’ people,
the cause of labour and the cause of the
under-privileged.

He made loyal friends but he did not fight
shy of controversies. He never lost sight of
the basic objective and hLe was dogged and
resourceful in its pursuit. Reference has
just been made by the Hon’ble Speaker to
Shri Menon's contribution as member of the
Constituent Assembly and Minister in
Travancore-Cochin, as well as his work on
several cammittees, He threw all his energies
into whatever work he ftook up. We had
evidence of this in the maoner in which he
piloted the Bank Nationalisaion Bill. In spite
of his ill-health he worked to the very last.
He died in harness, but I am sure that he
died with a sense of fulfilment.

Shri Ering’s passing away was equally
sudden and untimely. As member of the
second and fourth Lok Sabhas, and Parlia-
mentary Secretary and Deputy Minister, he
proved his talents and made many friends. He
was a fine representative of the spirit of
NEFA, f[riendly, cheerful, earnest. He served
the hill people of the entire country with all
his heart. He was barely 40 when death
claimed-him, and a fine career was cut off, to
the sorrow of all of us.

Shri N. B. Maiti was a member of the
Second Lok Sabha. He served Bengal and the
country for several decades with devotion
and ability. He was one of those who through
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their dedication to social work strengthened
the fire of our nationalist movement.

Shri Mehr Chand Khanna was & veteran
in our national life. He occupied a high place
in the political life of the North-West Fron-
tier Province and, in later years, of Delhi. He
shouldered & stupendous burden as Rehabi-
litation Adviser soon after Partition and
subsequently as Minister of Rchabilitation.
He helped thousand and lakhs of people to
find new homes &nd start new lives. The
records of this Hous2 will bear testimony both
to his administrative grasp and to the pun-
gency of his contribution to the debates here.

Shri K. V. Ranga Reddi was an elder states-
man leader from Andhra Pradesh. He played
a prominent role in the movement for democ-
racy within the State and was a member of the
Constituent Assembly. Several social service
institutions had the benefit of his guidance. I
had the privilege of meeting him during one
of my recent visits to Hyderabad and we saw
that in spite of his poor health he seemed to
be full of vigour and deeply interested in the
problems of the State.

Shrimati Leela Ray was widely respected
for the courage and devotion with which she
worked for the nationalist cause braving many
dangers. She cncouraged and stood by a very
large number of revolutionaries. Her work for
women's franchise in Bengal and her intrepid
services to organise relief at the time of No-
akhali riots will be long remembered.

Mr. Speaker, may I request you to send
the sympathy and condolences of this House
to the families of thesc former colleagues of
ours ?

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH (Buxar):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the Opposition.
I express our deep sense of sorrow at the sad
demise of half a dozen distinguished Members
of our Parliament.

As had been pointed out just now, Shri
Mehr Chand Khanna was a tower of strength
to the representatives of Delhi and other parts
of our country. And, when he served the
refugees, he was also having very friendly reln-
tions with the people of Pakistan. He was onc
man who had the courage to say ‘no’ when it
came to his mind. He was very honest, and
for that he suffered the consequences as well.
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Shri  Nikunj Bihari Maiti was also
onc of the most powerful personalitics of West
Bengal and by his sclfless work he rose to be
a Cabinet Minister of West Bengal. Here also.
in Parliament, he showed his mark, and all
those who knew him personally knew that here
was a forceful personality. Death has virtu-

ally deprived us of one of the best friends one
can have. ‘

Just as the demise of Shri Mehr Chand
Khanna has orpbaned refugees who have come
from Pakistan or East Bengal, similarly, the
death of Shri Nikunj Bihari Maiti has orpha-
ned the people of Midnapore who are in a
terrible plight these days.

Mr. D. Eringwas also one of the colour-
fful personalities coming from the north-eas-
tern part of our country, as it is in the case
of Mr. Menon, who came from the south-
western part of our country. And both of

them, as had been pointed out, served the
nation in their own way.

Shrimati Lecla Ray was known throughout
the country, and more particularly in eastern
India. As you yourself pointed out, Sir, she
had the privilege of working with Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose, and the nation under-
stands the valuable services that had been
rendered by Shrimati Leela Ray.

Shri K. V., Ranga Reddy was alsoa
very powerful personality. He was ex-Chief
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, and he fought
throughout his life for improving the lot of
the people.

Mr, Speaker, I request you, Sir, to convey
our condolences to the members of the berea-
ved families.

SHRIRANGA (Srikakulam) : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, death has made its melanchely contribu-
tion this time in o very large measure, A
number of these fricnd, happen to be my
personal friends.—Mr. Ranga Reddy, Mr.
Menon and Mr. Khanna, and Mr. Ering too.

Mr. Ranga Reddy was a veteran leader of
the Andhra people, more especially of Telen-
gana. He never wanted Andhra Pradesh, but
he was patriotic enough to ngree to it under
protest. And, when later on troubles arose,
he raised his powerful voice in favour of the
Telangana people. Though very old and ailing
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at that time, he was able to stand up for the
special demand of the Telengana people, for
their own separate Statehcod. He was a very
honest Minister both after the achicvement of
Andhra Pradesh and before, and during the
State people’s struggle, he played a leading
role. Although he did not know English, he
carried on his ministerial funclions through
the medium of Urdu wherever he had to
record his minutes. He estabtished a very high
reputation indeed for his ability and for his
eruditian,

Shri Khanna was a personal friend of so
many of us. He was a tower of strength, as
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh has said, to the Cong-
ress in the pre-Independence days. After he
became Minister, he was not popular with
many people. but he did his work in a very
competent, able and self-confident manner.

Shri Menon was one of our colleagues on
the States people’s front. But he made a very
good contribution to the people of Kerala
when they were struggling against their local
princes. Even on the very last occasion when
he had to make a speech here in this House,
one could see, as I had observed to him on
the very next day, how hc was moved more by
his passiou for improving the condition of the
people of the States than by the merits of the
case that he was obliged to sponsor here, and
when 1 mentioned it to him, he was good—
humoured enough to say, ‘After all, the past
guides so many of our present actions’. I
happened to work with him on the Public Un-
dertakings Committee, and he was always
cheerful and considerate about other people’s
views.

Shri Ering brought cheerfulness into this
House. It was very difficult for anyone to
remember that he was a minister at all or he
belonged to the Ministerial party. He was s0
charming, so friendly and chummy with every-
one. That such a young man should have
been snatched away from us is one of the
harshest things that death could have hurled
at us.

Shrimati Ray was known to us all; she was
a very dear colleague of Netaji.

Shri Maiti was also one of our colleagues
and most respected in West Bengal and also
by so many af us.
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[Shri Ranga]
We mourn the death of all these (riends.

ot wza fagrdt wroldd (waTrg) ¢
A6qq AT, e AT H1 94 § 1 Ffww
W ey BT TG W AT F grav § A<
ot gfer J@ Aaam gt T § I I
g aw g9 dopa & &f7 ST ag wUw O1g
arar ¢ faad SR wdT & gam ow
foa® & &Y §, ar fowrer foad AY a0t
g alt3g fqa@ & qaq &1 q&f foaw
F@T | ¢ gl Fq TTFT FGT FTAMT
F1§ A arear | WK oA W AR wT
aear av f5 s gfor Y geg % &g §
ZATL FAT AT BT TG 7 | a%
7g gL WG A 1° ATX gA I yla
Aqdr wEawfT anfoa s @ § )

7@ ara o Maeg d77 qr v ang
g 3 wgafe smgd ag o A
afe afFa ¥ it sad Frardd @ somw
i Aw A A H dowd ¥ T O wgr-
gura st Mfam dw st st ofer Aaw
¥ arfad qul a% s @1 qA
aavay wav § f afe ot M e ez
¥ fpw & qower &Y A A A o
geg Ta wndr | dfe faer wad gu
T 2, fora & aor # o Fv8 w1,
gaq9 § ag 39 A9t v qor av, foa®
afR oFqw 5 TR AT F ¥ IR
a1 @ § ot 39 Ifee ¥ garar ardwfas
sitaa wfewa a=ar o 2@r &

A AP T AT LW qEAH WA &
&9 # #1X §EA ¥ AP AN FTEHA|
% wy ¥ wfafesa 41 g oeral & A
AT ¥ 3T gw I qeTae du, o
grasG IORAT WY qgEfa § g, e
faedl & 911 suEg #, gra-ma # AT
ATATY § a7 I a@ T gATgA fram
7| g amar s@wtE S g
AgEWT & TXEq & &7 § qrew fwar
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AW A eAviAar F QU g WA ATy
A faemifoal &1 quv-area dav & &)

Y Qo dte Aqt ® #¥ g3T ¥ AwEq
§ &7 § 1A gar § 0w X iR,
ag ofeadt dare  gwears’ w1 oy
WHY 93 Iyfeda 77 F 991 w@
W | A Hear g A s o
WA o g arfedl ¥ ¥ ¥ g9 e
T AT W ATAT griew TATAT THET  FT
@ & a7 ane & aqQw @ § fr g%
ww-gacd o o% gard WA
9T |
SHRI MANOHARAN (Madras North) :
Mr. Speaker, I associate myself with the
sentiments expressed by you, the Prime
Minister and Leader of the House and other
colleagues in this House. On behalf of my
Party, please convey our heart felt condole-

nces to the members of the bereaved families
of these friends.

SHRI H. N. MUKERJEE (Calcutla
North) : Mr. Speaker, every recess lakes
its toll of our colleagues, and this time it was
a fairly long obituary list.

We all miss Shri Govinda Menon who died
virtually in harness, something which, 1
believe, most of us also would like to do. We
miss him because of the qualities of which he
gave abundant evidence, an alert mind, a cer-
tain amount of intellectual curiosity and
considerable parliamentary capacity.

The death of Shri Ering, as my hon. friend
Shri Vajpayec, pointed out is something even
more excruciating becanse he was so young,
so cheerful, so full of life and vitality. Those
whom the Gods love die young, they say, but
it is a kind of proceeding which men cannot
be expected to approve.

Shri Maiti was a member of the Second
Lok Sabha and we had known him not only as
a colleague but as a vigorous participant in
the frcedom movement, coming as he did
particularly from that area in Bengal, namely
Midnupore, which has produced a very large
pumber of freedom [lighters.
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Shri Mehr Chand Khanna had a variegated
and colourful life, and we knew him here as
a good friend, a person with whom itwasa
pleasure to sit down for a while, and 2 man
who did possess nearly outstanding capabi-
lities in certain respects.

Shrimati Leela Ray had the distinction of
having become in her own lifctime somethiog
of a legend in Bengal and as an associate of
Subhas Chandra Bose she has left a mark in
our freedom struggle which would not be
casily obliterated.

Shri Ranga Reddy was another stalwart
from Andhra Pradesh. All these friends of
ours having departed, I should like you to
convey on behalf of my party our sympathies
and condolences to the bereaved families.

SHRI P. RAMAMURTI (Madurai) :
Mr. Specaker, this time the obituary list
has been rather unusually long; some of these
persons | had known personally, rather inti-
mately and some, not so intimately. But they
were all eminent in their own spheres, and I
‘should not like to make an invidious distinct-
ion between one and another,

Therefore, while associating myself and my
party with the sentiments expressed by you
and the Leader of the House, I request you
to convey the condolences of my party to the
bereaved families.

st qy femd (§33) - weme W@,
YAqH A FAAM HEEAI X PR ©:
ardl guR! BITHT 7% a7 § 1 ofer awa
& free o< gw ot |1t w0 fainy awetg
wafag § fs ag et s ugw =afim
ot ¥ & Famm o 71 s e
FT AN aMe & Wi FidwT & g9
I gaT ¥ | A AATS GATTEE T A
sarr of | 1952 & arx EWwandY
AT  gw | & T A

=1 Mfaez 777 @ FT F 0F WY@
Tl & AT ag g anar § & fafees
ar7-faarsl & a7 sTFrC o1 97 T Mgar
Favg @y &1 1967 ¥ gArT W oo
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Fi79 9 & @A FEdlaa F@ # e
T, A% wwa =N Mg T9w &, ot 9w
gHa W Sy & off Mifaeg WA Faw
FA! wwSl F §F agt, qrarfas qoe F
el § ot w1 famwedt w7 9w
T 3% ave gfeaa-anfeanfedi & s
ma‘:ﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬁaﬂuﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁi
g7 1z  f§ mferd faa ox amnfow
U Ay fadas—ema afwr e §
dmgT 1 fadas—#1 $eamd g 2 N
% Aiw awT § @3 ¥ S avg e
a 13q afcforer fag w1 WY, O oF &@
§ TOT gWT AT ATF 9T ® qIAA 98T
goTar, e & & fag SRR adr
g &1 | Mfeg A aga & frum & A
Faq T & WY, afew g @A @R
mAr g gE &

Aafr Al s A FaRF§
SqTaT AE S AgAT £ | F Aved wrgar
s f gmt & ot @: ggavh X% A §,
A% wWiE-daw qfErd aF w guvd
d3gar qgurd | & ST e qur w9 AT
¥ A o g9 A ALY FE mgiwa
Afga AT E |

SHRI NATH PAI (Rajapur) : Mr. Speaker,
during the past few years it has not been
possible for Lok Sabha to commence its
session without having to bemoan the death
of some our colleagues, Today we are remin-
ded, therefore, of Gurudev's description of
the inexorable law of life—death is abroad
and children play.

No one thought that Ering so full of life
and so full of promise would be go quickly
struck down by death. Those of us who came
to know him Jearnt to like him because he
was a living rebuttal of some strange theories
now and then popping up their ugly head in
the country, that therc are some ethnic groups
which do not belong to the mainstream of
India and therefore sec is advisabl
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[Shri Nath Pai)

One had only to meet Mr. Ering to see the
hollowness of this sinister kind of claim.

Mr. Govinda Menon was, I think, the
first Law Minister this Government had and
who was the first man to take the Law
Minstry seriously. He brought all his talent
and skill to defend very often the very inde-
fensible steps of this Government, but every-
thing he did, he did with great dignity, great
conviction and great sincerity. I am a fairly
old man in this House, Mr. Speaker, and I
have observed many Law Ministers come and
go. 1 do not think anybody regarded the law
portfolio as anything excepting a stepping-
stone to some better favour to be conferred
by the Prime Minister subsequently. Mr.
Govinda Menon was the first man to take
the Law Ministry very seriously and the law
portfolio very seriously and he gave the best
in him to this portfolio. It was indeed, as
Prof. Mukerjee snid, that he died in harness
discharging his duties to the very last.

Mr. Mchr Chand Khanna had died at a
ripe age having had a very distinguished
record of service to this country. We saw
him in this House functioning with great
efficiency and competence. It was not always
possible for us to agree with what he had to
say, but it was always a pleasure to cross
swords with him. So far as I remember, he
loved combat and he brought an aplomb to the
way he had to give answers or to defend the
Government.

In Mr. Maiti and Mr. Reddy we have lost
equally distinguished sons of the country,

I would like to conclude my tributes by
specially making a reference to Shrimati
Leela Ray. She symbolised the best in Indian
womanhood. She was among the remalaning
few representatives of that great tradition of
revolution which ultimately ushered the dawn
of independence. Some of us, as Shri Madhu
Limaye pointed out, had the honour of
having I.;especlcd and admired her froma
distance and later on had the rare privilege
of working with her in the socialist cause.
When it was not appropriated so lighthear-
tedly, and when it was a very difficult and
very dangerous thing to embark upon the
cause of socialism, Shrimati Leela Ray was
among the very few dauntless and courageous

JULY 27, 1970

Obituary Refermces 12

souls who held the flag aloft. 1 join the
Leader of the House, the Leader of the
Opposition and my other colleagues in pay-
ing my homage and tribute to these departed
colleagues and offering our sinocerest condo-
lences to the members of their families.

SHRI N. C, CHATTERJ! .(Bardwan)' :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is my duty on behalf of
the Independent Parliamentary Group to join
the Prime Minister and other leaders and
offer our sincerest condolences to the members
of the bereaved families.

I had the privilege of knowing Mr. P.
Govinda Menon. He had a remarkable
record. At a very early age he became a
member of the Cochin Legislature, The
next year he was appointed a Minister, and
ultimately he became the Chief Minister.
When the Travancore-Cochin State was
formed he took a very prominent part ip.the
activities of that State, Then he came here
and rendered service to the Government,
I am perfectly sure that everybody will agree
that there were very few men who could
compete with him in really pressing a case.
I had seen him in court, and 1 tecll you
honestly that if it was enough to put a thing
in three sentences, he would never go in
for the fourth. It is a great loss and we wish
to convey our sympathies to the members of
his bereaved family.

With regard to Mr. Mehr Chand Khanna,
I would like to say a few words. The first
time T met him was in the Bhagalpur jail.
Dr. Moonje, myself and Mr. Khaparde were
arrested in connection with the mass
Satyagraha and taken to that jail. In the
next cell, when I went in, | found a Pathan,
and I asked him, “Who are you ? Are you
a Pathen?” He immediately said 1 am a
Pathan.” 1 asked, **What is the Pathan
doing in Hindu Maha Sabha 7' He stood
up and said, “I ama Hindu Pathan and |
am trying to do what you and others are
doing in Bengal.” Then [ said he must be
Mehr Chand Khanna. On the first of Janu-
ary next year we were still in jail. We found
that the Commissioner of the Bhagalpur
Division, Mr. Gokhale, was made a C. I. E.
Shri Mehr Chand Khanna asked me to ring
him up. I rang him up from the jail. Trame-
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diately the Commissioner came out of the
bathroom and rushed to the phone.

His first word was, “'Sir, I am sorry I wish
we could change places. I said, “I do not
want to talk to you. Mehr Chand Khanna
wants to talk to you." Mehr Chand took up
the telephone and said, *“What is it ‘you are
saying?" He said, *Sir, I wish we could
change places.” Mr. Khanna said, “It Is very
impertinent, Iam a senior Commander. How
do you, a junior Commander of the Indian
Empire aspire to be in the Central Jail at
Bhagalpur ? You should be sent to some dist-
trict jail.”

The tragedy came on the partition of India
and Bengal was flooded with refugees. He was
sent by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to Calcutta
and I had the privilege to have him in my
house as my guest. He did phenomenal work
and I helped him in establishing contact with
the refugee population. When he became
Rehabilitation Minister, he did a remarkable
thing. He took his office down to Calcutta
and started functioning from there. Sir, Ben-
gal today is passing through critical times.
From 1st January up till now more than
1,50,000 people have been pushed out of Fast
Pakistan and they have come here. They are
in a very very bad plight. T appealed to the
Minister, Mr. Sanjivayya, that he should
follow the example of Mehr Chand Khanna,
open an office in Calcutta and come down
here for a few days. I am happy to tell you
that Mehr Chand Khanna's example had also
inspired our present Rehabilitation Minister,
He sent down some big officers and they have
established some contact with the locsl
Government. I hope something better will be
done. This is a great loss and a great tragedy,
But I tell you, the uprooted humanity in inde-
pendent India will remember Mehr Chand
Khanna for his services to the country.

I join with the other friénds in offering my
condolences in the other cases, especially Mrs,
Ray, who was a great freedom fighter. I hope,
Sir, you will pass on our sympathies and con-
dolences to the bereaved families,

it srwre e wrest (gry) ¢ aeam
wiieg, A Nfaz mw A oty ok
arfoe daval ¥ R @7 ag dax
wwht oy afcfem & 1 9T IR oy
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I qfeard a% gardl gwdAr yavg
qgar € |

SHRI M. MUHAMMAD ISMAIL
(Manjeri) : Sir, on behalf of myself and my
party, the Muslim League, I join in the tribute
paid to the memory of Shri P. Govinda Menon,
a personality which distinguished itself in
more than one way, and also all the other
amiable and knoan gentlemen and the lady
whose names have been placed before the
house. The memory of all these gentlemen and
the lady fully deserve the homage paid by
the House, and I request that our condolences
also may be conveyed to the members of the
bereaved families of the various distingu-
ished gentlemen and the lady whose death
we are mourning here today,
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MR. SPEAKER : The House will stand in
silence for a short while as a mark of respect
for those whose death we mourn,

[The members then stood in silence for
a short while.]

MR. SPEAKER : The leaders of all the
parties have expressed the wish that the Hous:
should adjourn today as a mark of respect for
the deceased members. Normally, the prece.
dent is that we do not adjourn as a mark of
respect for those who died during the inter-
session period. Since this desire has been
expressed unanimously by all, as a special case
in this session, [ adjourn the House today to
reassemble tomorrow at 11 o'clock.

11°43 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the
Clock on Tuesday, July 28, 1970 Sravena 6, 189s
{Saka).

New India Printing Press, Khurja



