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Damage to Coconut cultivation due to
pollution

36.- BDR. HENRY AUSTIN: Will the
Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTI-
LIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
of the wide-spread damage to Coco-
nut cultivation in Vypeen Islands in
general and Kadamakudj Panchayat
in particular consequent on the pollu-
tion by poisonous gsmokce coming of
the Fertilizer and Chemicalg Ltd, in
Udyog  Mandal, Ernakulam Dist.
Kerala and the destruction to the ma-
rine and back water wealth arising
from uncontrolled letting out of poi-
sonous waste materials intop the Peri-
yar river; and

(b) if so, steps taken by Govern-
ment to deal with these serious ecolo-
gical problems?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRT BH, N. BAHUGUNA): (a) and
(b). According to available informa-
tion, no complaints have been received
from Vypecn Islands in general and
Kadamakudi Panchayat in particular
about damage to coconut plantation as
a result of any fumes from the
Udyogamandal unit of FACT. No
representations  have been  received
from any of the local bodies or
institutions  regarding damage to
marine or backwater wealth due to
lefting out of the effluents into the
Periyar river. In the past there were
some individual representations re-
garding decay in marine life due 1o
efluents. There were also some oral
representations by the local Panchayat
before the Estimate Committee of the
Kerala lcgislature in general about the
atmospheric and water pollution from
the chemical factories in the Udyoga-
mandal area.

The company is presently discharg-
ing effluents into the river, with the
approval of the Kerala State Board
for . Prevention and Control of Water
Pollution, after neutralising  the
pollutants, The company has also

prepared a long-term scheme for the
prevention of water pollution on a
permanent basis. The scheme which
is estimated to cost about Rs. 125 lakhs
is under the consideration of the
Kerala State Board for Frevention and
Control of Water Pollution.
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