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Rail connection between Salem and
Trichy

39. SHRI P. KANNAN: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
to connect Salem with Trichy by rail;
and

(b) if so, when will it start work-
ing?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE):
(a) and (b), These places are already
connecled by rail via Erode and Karur.
There is, however. no proposal to
provide a new direct link,

Conversion of metre gauge lines into
broud gauge in Vidarbha Region

40. SHRI GEV. M. AVARI: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state the programme of conversion of
metre gauge railway line into broad
gauge 1iilway line in the Vidarbha
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area of the Maharashtra State, during
the current Five Year Plan or in the
next Plan?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE):
It is presumed that the reference is
{0 Khandwa-Purna metre gauge rail-
way line, Construction of a portion of
this line from Khandwa to Hingoli
passing through Vidarbha region was
completed in 1961. There is no pro-
gramme for gauge conversion of this
line at present,

proposal to run fast trains on metre
gauge lineg in Vidharbha Region

41, SHRI GEV. M. AVARI: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state whether Government are con-
sidering any proposal to run fast
trains on metre-gauge line in Vidharbha
area of Maharashtra State?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF, MADHU DANDAVATE): Yes.

Proposals for double lines and halt
stations in West Bengal

42, SHRI SOUGATA ROY: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased 1o
state .

(a) the number of proposals for (i)
double lines (ii) halt stationg under
consideration by Government in West
Bengal for the last one year; and

(b) which ones have been sanction-
e T

THB MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE): (a)
@ 2.

(ii) 16.
(b) Of the above, the following five

halt stations on the Eastern Railway
have been sanctioned:—

1. Harish Nagar—between Banpur
and Gede.

2. Satberia—between Bongaon und
Gopal Nagar.





