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the implementation of the new system
in the Stateg and if so, the facts
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CI-IUN.-
DER): (a) and (b). A statement is
attached.

(¢) No Sir, as the need for a cell
was not felt.

Statement

Consequent upon the implementa-
tion of 1042 curriculum jin many
States of the country, the National
Council of Educational Research and
Training has undertaken the respon-
sibility of a massive orientation pro-
gramme for secondary School teachers,
by. instituting correspondence-cum-
contract programmes in all the four
Regional Colleges of BEducation located
in Ajmer, Bhopal, Mysore and Bhuba-
neswar, cafering to different states.

The correspondence-cum-contact
course for secondary school teachers
of class IX and X has been formulated
with a view to upgrading and enrich-
ing content, methodology and evalua-
tion knowledge, specially with refe-
rence to the contents of the new
‘curriculum for classes IX and X pre-
pared by NCER.T. The subject areas
covered by this course are:—

A. Science and Mathematies:
(i) Physical Sciences;
(ii) Biological Sciences;
(iii) Mathematics.
B. Social Sciences:
(i) History and Civics;
(ii) Geography and Economics.
C. English
D. Hindi as second language.
E. Art and Culture.

The duration of the course is six
months of instruction through corres-
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pondence lessons. On the suceessful
completion of correspondence pro-
gramme, the candidates will be called
in batches for a two week contact
programme at the concerned Regional
College of Education. The contact
programme may be extended for a
further period of two weeks to give
training in work experience to those
teachers who are willing to undergo
this additional training.

At present 11573 teachers are under-
going the correspondence course in the
four Regional Colleges. The corres-
pondence phase has already started in
January 1977 and will end by July
1977. The contact programme will
start for the first batch of teachers
about the same time and will continue
till January, 1978. The majority of
teachers have been sponsored by State
Governments.. Besides, some have
been sponsored by Central Schools
Organisation and private agencies.

A similar course is about to be
started for elementary teachers edu-
cators. The course is designed to
enrich the ~ subject-cum-methodology
knowledge of teacher educators with
particular reference to the course of
studies for class I-VIII and to acquaint
them with specific problems and
techniques of elementary education. -/
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Education for weaker sectiong of

society

147. SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN: Will
the Minister of EDUCATION, SOCIAL
WELFARE AND CULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government have
stressed the need for a vigorous pro-
gramme to ensure that the benefits of
education reach the weaker sections
of the society; and

(b) if so, the salient features of the
programmes?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION,
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN-
DER): (a) and (b). The suecessive
Plans have emphasised acceleration
in the provision of -educational facili-
ties for the weaker sections of the
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society and in educationally backward
areas. An Educational Survey was
conducted in the courtry as a whole
to determine the facilities available
for education at school level and to
identify areas and habitations which
require such facilities, These will in-
clude backward areas and deprived
sections of the population. The pro-
grammes aiming at universalisation of
elementary education are primarily
designed to cater to the needs of girls,
socially and economically under-pri-
vileged sections of population and
backward areas. The provisions for
elementary education in the State
Plans are earmarked.

Incentives like mid-day meals, free
uniforms, textbooks and stationery,
attendence scholarships are advocated
to attract and retajin in schools
students from the weaker sections of
the population. These programmes are
administered by State Government.

The Central Government adminis«
ters a scheme of rural scholarships
covering bright students from rural
areas on means-cum-merit basis.

The Ministry of Home Affairs
operates a number of schemes for the
welfare of Scheduled Castes and
Tribes such as assistance for girls’
hostels, post-matric scholarships and
pre and post-matric scholarships for
children of those engaged in unclean
occupations like scavenging, sweeping
etc. Integrated tribal development
projects have been initiated with a
view to promote mlround development
including education in tribal areas.

The University Grants Commission
has formulated schemes to assist
development of colleges in backward
areas which cater to the requirements
of weaker sections of the population.
Book banks of text-books are opened
in colleges and schools to assist the
weaker sections.

The Nehru <Yuvak XKendras are
organising programmes of: non-formal
education such as adult literacy,





