9 Written Answers
Overhauling of Indian Missions abroad

625, SHRI S, KUNDU: Will the
Minister of EXTERNAIL. AFFAIRS be
p?ased to state:

(a) whether there is any move to
overhaul the work of the Indian Mis-
sions abroad; and

(b) if g0, whether any direction has
been given in this regard?

THE MINISTCR OF LXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHR! ATAL BIHARI VAJ-
PAYEE); () ana (L). The working of
Indian Missions is under constant
review and Ssuitable directions arc
given to Vissioas t¢ impruve their etli-
ciency, ‘vhenever necessary.

Reducing the working hours gf watch-
men of Tele-Communications

626. DR. SARADISF ROY. Will the
Minister 0! CCMMi NICATIONS re
pleaseq to state:

(a) whether Post and Telegraph
Department is extracting 12-hour duty
from the watchmen working on the
Tele-commur.icationg gide; ang

(b) if so, whether ins'ructions are
proposed to be issued to the authori-
ties to reduce the working hours of
watchmen op telecom side?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI GEORGE FiRNAN-
DES): ‘a) Tre duty hours of wutcn-
men calledq chowkidars depend wpoun
the nature of cduty, they have to per-
form. Chowhidars maintain a general
watch over th: jrorerty and stores.
They also keer a watch over buildings
at night Such Chowkidars are crdi-
narily given 12 Lours d.ly a day. On
the other hand where chowkidars are
required > maintain active watch over
the property or stores, wliich involves
sustained inental and/or physical effort
and/or alertness the duty hours of
such chowxidars are 48 hours per
week; they are mnerally given & hours
duty a day.
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(b) The duty hourgs of chowxidars
are under review. -. gW‘;{,‘
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Indo-British Talkg on Non-Alignment

628, SHR]I R. K. JAIN: Will the
Minister cf EXTERNAL AFFAIRS le
pleased to state:

(a) whether any talks between
India and Britain were recently held
in London reiterating India's desire
to pursue genuine non-alignment in
world affairs; and

(b) if s0, the outcome of talks?

THE MIN'STFR OF EX1ERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ-
PAYEE): (a) Yes. Sir.

(b) Bolh sides exchanged views on
varioug international and bilateral
issues. This resulted in a cetter appte-
aation of ench other's policies and
Lositions.
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Provision of Phone Facilities to Vil-
lages of Ahmedabad

630. SHRI PRASANNBHAI MEHTA:
Will the Minister ¢f COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleas2d to state:

(a) whether Government have
undertaken a scheme for providing
phone service to 2000 more villages in
Ahmedabaqd this year;

(b) if so, the number of villages
which will still be left uncovered;

(c¢) the number of total applications
received upto April, 1977 for telephone
connections in the Ahmedabad alone;

(d) the steps which are being taken
to provide the connections; and

(e) when the Governmeng are likely
to connect the each and every village
of the Gujarat State provided with
phone service?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI GEORGE FERNAN-
DES): (a) No. Sir. In  Ahmedabad
revenue gisitict 51 villages ure provid-
ed with telephme facility ana one more
village is propi=ad to ke provided with
this facility during 1977-78.

(b) 653 villages will be left uncover._
ed as at the end of 1)77-78.

(¢) The to:1l number of epphcations
for telephone connections pencing at
the end of April, 1477 was 8,354,

(d) Adequate expansion of Ahme-
baq Telephone system has beeu plan-
ned in '977-78 to n.eet the atcve de-
mands substantiall .





