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VtaiUtics to Christian Community in
Kerala

1381. SHRI G. M. BANATW ALLA;
SHRI SKARIAH THOMAS;

Will the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether backward classes of 
Christian community in Kerala State 
have not been given facilities at par 
with Hindu backward classes in 
that State;

(b) if so, the reasons thereof; and

(c) whether Central Government 
propose to remove this partiality in 
that State and if so, the salient fea­
tures thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HOME 
AFFAIRS (SHRI CHARAN SINGH): 
<•) to (c). Information received from 
the State Government shows that the 
Backward Classes of Christian com­
munity in Kerala are treated at P*r 
with the Hindu backward classes in 
the matter of educational concessions 
«nd rea^ations of appointments in 
public seiTiee. '

Address by Director General of: 
VNESCO at mdiaa nurtitate of M M » 

Commnnieatlon

1382. DR. BAPU KALDATE: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Mr. Amadou Mahtar 
M. Buw, Director General of UNESCO 
tiddressed the Indian Institute of Mass 
Communication during his recent visit 
to India; and

(b) if so, what are the salient
points of hiS address'?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K.
AD\ ANI); (;i) Yes. Sir.

■bi A statement of the salient points, 
of Mr. Amadou Mahtar M'Bow, Direc­
tor General uf UNESCO's addre.ss is 
atta( heci.

Statement

Salient points of Mr. M’ Bow's address

The points cf Mr. Am;i:'..nj
Mahtar M' Bow. Director fjcneral of 
UNESCO’s address at the Indian In­
stitute of Mass Communication are:—

1. Cont-*nt and rf infnrmat;c*> 
are oen in l to present-lay prol;l-:m» 
in deveiopmept e'l-.icalion .tnd C u l ­
ture. Wiih the s.jp^' rt of the Un­
esco General Conference in Nairobi 
in Octob'*--Novem'cr U‘7". Ihi-K.fore. 
Unesco has latterly given tf. cojnmu- 
nication, scienre onfi techti- Icv.y, the 
same high piionty as wus E:\en in 
Unesco's edrlirr yrars tc prt.priimnr es 
in the tields of e<lucat;on ant! cjiturc.

2. Education cannot spread with~ 
out a wide use of tt.s.ss meri'.a but. 
generally speaking, ecliirbtori cn<J
communicnlors have I een workinfC' 
in isolalion. Nor hnve crmmi’pica- 
tlon media been used adequately for 
the spread o f the scientific spirit nnd" 
knowlefiRe or for presfr\ii!on of  
cultures on whicft ttle crrgre&» (>f> a< 
people deperd:r
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3. Uneaco is grateful to India not 
only for the steps to develop mass 
media but to place the facilities it 
commands for the training of infor­
mation personnel from other count­
ries

4. An important segment of this 
trail ling relates to science communi- 
cati'in. Unesco and India wi'i this 
yea? observe the twcntyfifih anni/- 
ersary of the Kalinga Foun'iati n 
whi'-h encourages ccienrc communi­
cation.

5. Unesco is wedded to freedom of 
information and free flow of infor­
mation. For these freedoms to pre- 
vu.i those who purvey informaiioa 
have to lunction with responsibility. 
Secondary^ those who-receive infor­
mation hnvc to be able to participate 
ic Vhe proccss of communication. To 
the extent responsible communi­
cation needs to be protected, 
Unesro wxnild like to see media

personnel relieved of financial and 
political pressures, whether from 
official or private quarters.

6. Thanks to imbalances in techno­
logical progress, there are hindrances 
to a free and balanced flow of infor­
mation between developed and 
developing countries. Unesco seeks 
to remove this hindrance. Develop­
ing countries should have access to 
the use of international communica. 
tion networks.

7. A news agency enjoying Govern­
ment support does not necessarily 
lose objectivity or need become a 
propaganda channel. Governing 
authorities of news agencies should 
consist of people who do not succumb 
to political Or financial pressures 
wbich can be exercised by Govern­
ment.

8. Unesco would encourage emer­
gence in developing countries of 
Dews agencies which are autono­

mous, objective and a means lor freer 
flow of information.

9. What is negative or remiss in 
India's development effort is easily 
known abroad, but not the achive- 
ments and successes.

10. For all the advances made by 
the press in India, it shares some 
weaknesses of the press in other 
developing countries. It puts (.ut 
news stories about other developing 
countries, sent by the major inter­
national news agencies, without 
checking the facts. These interna­
tional agencies provide informa­
tion which occasionally minimises or 
undermines the developmental 
efTorts of developing cauntries. In­
formation media should shed their 
prejudice about the achievements of 
p30ples in developing countries.
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