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Postal Services to Villages

1553. SHRI M. KALYANASUNDA- 
RAM; Will the Minister of COMMUNI-
CATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there are 36.000 
villages in the country which did not 
have postal services at present;

(b) if so, whether Government are 
taking steps to have postal services 
facility ln all villages by the end of 
the current financial year; and

(c) if so, the outlines thereof?

THE MINISTER1 OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI GEORGE FER-
NANDES): (a) and (b). All the villages 
in the country get delivery of mail. 
There are, however, 26,942 villages

which are not covered by the Dailv 
Delivery Scheme.

(c) During the year 1977-78, it is 
proposed to;

(i) extend the Daily Delivery,
Scheme to the remaining 
26,942 villages;

(ii) appoint agents for the sale of 
postage stamps and postal 
stationery in 5000 villages 
which do not have Post 
Offices.

(iii) plant about 1,00,000 letter 
boxes in rural areas; and

(iv) extend postal counter facilities 
in 50,000 villages through 
Mobile Post Offices.

Kudremukh Iron Ore Project

1554. SHRI M. KALYANASUN- 
DARAM; Will the Minister of STEEL 
AND MINES be pleased to state:

(a) stage reached in construction 
work of Kudremukh iron ore project;

(b) whether the cost of this project 
lias increased from its original esti-
mate; and

(c) if so, the reasons thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STEEL AN^ 
MINES (SHRI BIJU PATNAIK): (a). 
According to the contract with the 
National Iranian Steel Industries 
Company, delivery of iron ore concen-
trate at the New Mangalore Port has 
to start in September, 1980. Substan-
tial progress has been achieved on 
various fronts such as civil works, 
equipment ordering, development of 
infrastructural facilities, ietc. It is 
expected that the contractual obliga-
tion with the Iranian Company will be 
met.

(b) and (c). This would be known 
only after the definitive cost estimates 
are received from the Consultants 
next month.




