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Trade Agreement with USSR

1694. SHRI OM PRAKASH TYAGI:
Wil the Minister of COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION be pleased to refer to
the news item on page 5 of the Tri-
bune dated 14th April, 1977 and
state:

(a) whether the trade agreements
with USSR were not to the adven-
tage of the Indian Government; and

(b) if so, the steps being taken to
set things right?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) It is not correct that the
trade agreements with the USSR have
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not been to the advantage of India. It
is an agreement mutually advantage-
ous to both.

(b) Does not arise.

Production of Groundnut Oil in
Gujarat

1695. SHRI PRASANNBHAI MEH-
TA: Will the Minister of COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND COOPE-
RATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Gujarat has been pro-
ducing most of the groundnut oil for
the country;

(b) whether due to lesser produe-
tion of groundnut in Gujarat during
the last two years, India is facing
acute shortage of oil; and

(¢) if so, the steps being taken by
Central Government to imporve its
production?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND CO-
OPERATION (SHRI MOHAN DHA-
RIA): (a) Gujarat State normally
produces roughly 25 per cent of the
total groundnut oil production in the
country.

(b) During 1974-75 the groundnut
production in Gujarat was 4.65 lakh
tonnes, as against a normal yield of
about 16 lakh tonnes. In 1975-76,
however, the production was 20.35
lakh tonnes. In 1976-77, the produc-
tion is estimated at about 19 lakh
tonnes. Any fluctuation in the pro-
duetion of groundnut in a major pro-
ducing State will have its impact on
the overall availability of groundnut
oil in the country.

(¢) To improve production of
groundnut in the country, the Central
Government has taken the following
steps to supplement the efforts of the
State Government:

(i) Intensive Oilseed Develop-
ment Programme—which en-
visages the package approach
on area, basis in selected
districts of different States.





