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Existence of Press Censorship and
Non-Coverage of visit of the Former
Prime Minister top J and K

2905. SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Opposition nas
accused that the press censorship is
still in existence and the fact is evi-
dent that coverage of the former
Prime Minister’s visit to J and K was
not allowed to be published and only

some references in some papers had
come;

(b) if so, whether it has also come
to the notice that these papers are
being asked not to give much pub11c1ty
to the Opposition; and

(¢) whether for the last three
months only once or twice the Oppo-
sition has been invited to broadcast
through the radip and television?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K.
ADVANI): (a)} and (b). Censorship was
lifted on 18th January 1977 with the
announcement of General Elections to
the Lok Sabha. The Press is now en-
tirely free and Government has no say
over what it publishes: Hence the
question of giving any instruction to
the Press for not giving publicity to
the Opposition does not arise.
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(c) Apart from party political broad-
casts during the elections, AIR and
Doordarshan do not invite persons to-
broadcast on the basis of their party
affiliationg but on the basis of their
suitability for particular programmes.
A large number of persons represent-
. ies . \
ing the opposition parties have parti.
cipated in AIR and Doordarshan pro-
grammes in the last three months.

“Garibi Hatao” Scheme

2906. SHRI D. B. CHANDRE
GOWDA : Will the Minister of PLAN-
NING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
frameq any new scheme for ‘Garibi
Hatao’ to be completed in certain
period; and

3
(b) if so, the main features thereof?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): (a) and (b). Gov-
ernment have decided to revise the
development strategy and to restruc-
ture investment priorities to attack the
related problems of poverty and un-
employment and underemployment.
The relevant policies and programmes
designed to achieve the objeciive of
removal of unemployment and substan-
tial unaeremployment within a definite
time frame will be outlined in the Plan
for 1978—83%.

All India Linguistic Conference held
at Calcutta

2907. SHRI SAMAR GUHA: Wil?
the Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Prime Minister had
sent a message to All India Linguistic
Conference helg at Calcutta on Octo--
ber 1, 1977;

(b) whether the resolution adop--
ted in the Conference expressed
anxiety and apprehension of the non-
Hindi speaking people regarding over.
emphasis about the present policy of





