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Aid to persons engaged in Translating
and Editing the Works of Lala Lajpat
Rai

2990. SHRI DURGA CHAND: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any
proposal to give financial assistance
to the literary persons who are en-
gaged in translating and editing all
the vernacular writings of Lala Lajpat
Rai;

(b) if so, the detailg thereof; and

(c) whether any financial assistance
has been given to any person for the
works and if so, the details thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
L. K. ADVANI): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(¢) However, Publications Division
are bringing out a biography of Lala
Lajpat Rai, in English, in ‘Builders
of Modern India’ Series, Hindi aad
Regional languages versions of which
may be brought out subsequently.
The author of the biography, late Shri
Feroz Chand was paid a sum of Rs.
1000/- as out-of-pocket expenses.
Royalty would be payable at the rate
of 15 per cent to his legal heirs. The
book js expected to be in the market
in early 1978.

Idle Installeg Capacity in Defence
Production

2991. SHR] DURGA CHAND: Will
the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased
to state:

(a) what is the percentage of exist-
ing installed capacity lying idle in de-
fence production units at  present,
unit-wise;

(b) whether Government have for-
mulated any scheme to make best use
of this idle capacity for producing
goods for civil consumption; and

(¢) if s0, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
(PROF. SHER SINGH): (a) to (c).
The Public Sector Undertakings
associated with the Department of
Defence Production are mostly, mak-
ing adequate use of their capacity.
Thus, Bharat Electronics is already
over-booked; the three Shipyards
namely, Mazagon Docks, Garden
Reach and Goa Shipyards, are by and
large occupied; and the other such
Undertakings—except HAL-—do not
also have a problem of idleness at
present.
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H.A.L. does have a problem of lack
of enough orders for its Kanpur and
Bangalore Divisions. Efforts are atoot
to find appropriate work tg keep these
Establishmentg utilised.

In the very nature of Defence
needs, and the varied and changing
character of requirement of the
Armed Forces, the demands of
Ordnance Factories tend to fluctuate
from time to time. The factories have
necessarily to carry the requisite
ready capacity to take on, at rela-
tively short notice, orders for supply
of armament and ammunition. It is,
therefore, somewhat difficult to define
‘idle capacity’ in their case or state
the precise extent of it at any time,
as 1s the case also with the Public
Sector Undertakings producing for
Defence.

Ordnance Factories are, by and
large, well utilised. However, there
is a problem of lack of enough future
orders for the Rifle Factory, Ishapore
and a Task Force has been appointed
to identify possible solutions.

Similarly, there appears to be a
degree of underutilised capacity 1n
certain instances such as in the chemi-
cal and explosives sector of the
Ordnance Factories. The kind and
extent of surplus capacity is being
ascertained, with the object of mount-
ing productive programmes for fuller
utilisation—including production for
civilian needs.

Public Sector Enterprises like BEL,
BEML, Praga Tools and the three
Shipyards, already cater to civilian
needs. Even the Ordnance Factories
are, to a limited extent, supplying
certain items for civilian use such as
Binoculars, Sporting Rifles and guns
and some equipment for the Civil
Aviation Department.

In demling with available surplus
of productive capacity on technical
capability in the Defence Production
Sector, the possibility of catering to





