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crops. The increase in production re-
ported by Punjab and Haryana for 
rice and what is partly due to in-
crease in area and partly to higher 
yields per hectare.

(b) Production estimates for 1977-78 
have not yet become due from the 
States.

(c) The concrete steps taken to im-
prove productivity include: (1) in-
creasing the c o v e r a g e  of B rea u n d e r  
High-Yielding Varieties, (2) selection 
and extension of suitable technology 
for various crops under different con-
ditions of rainfall, irrigation, soil types, 
e tc ; (3) special fertilizer campaigns in  
selected districts to increase the u se  of 
fertilizers and also to improve its effi-
ciency th r o u g h  proper methods of 
application; (4) special campaign for 
application of phosphatic fertilizers to 
increase th e  production of gram, tur, 
etc; Co)training of extension staff and 
farmers in the  latest technology deve-
loped by Agricultural Universities; (6) 
efforts to secure uninterrupted s u p p ly  
o f  electricity and irrigation water (7)
arrangements for supply of production
credit to farmers and (8) increase 
in procurement prices a n d  lowering 
this price of u rea .
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National Service Volunteer Scheme

164. SHRI K. HAMAMURTHY: Will 
the Minister of EDUCATION, SOCIAL 
WELFARE AND CULTURE be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether the “National Service 
Volunteer Scheme” has been started 
this year as an extension of the Na-
tional Service Scheme;

(b) if so, broad features of the 
scheme and the amount allocated for 
this scheme; and

(c) the States in which this scheme 
has been introduced?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN- 

-DER): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c). National Service Vol-
unteer Scheme launched from 1977-78 
aims at providing opportunities to 
youth who have completed their first 
degree, to involve themselves on a 
-voluntary basis in nation-building acti-
vities for a specific period on a whole-
time basis. To begin with, the NS 
volunteers will be engaged in promo-
tion of programmes of adult educa- 
tion/non-formal education through 
Nehru Yuvak Kendras and voluntary 
agencies for a minimum period of one 
year. The volunteers would be suitab-
ly trained before they start work in 
the field. Each volunteer will be paid 
a stipend of Rs. 175/-per month plus 
expenditure involved on travel and 
•contingencies. For the year 1977-78, 
a budget provision of Rs. 7.5 lakhs has 
been made for the sheme. The sheme 

lias been introduced in all the States.

T.M.S.SJ1. Library

165. SHRI K. HAMAMURTHY: Will 
the Minister of EDUCATION, SO-
CIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE be 
pleased to state:

(a) the recommendations made by 
the Committee set up to assess the 
financial requirements of T.M.S.S.M. 
Library, Thanjavur during the Fifth 
Plan period; and

(b) the action initiated by the Gov-
ernment of India for implementing 
those recommendations?

THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 
SOCIAL WELFARE AND CULTURE 
(DR. PRATAP CHANDRA CHUN- 

DER): (a) and (b). The Visiting 
Committee set up by the Government 
of India to assess the financial re-
quirements of the T.M.S.S.M. Library, 
Thanjavur has not as yet finalised its 
report Government will consider the 
Committee’s recommendations after 
the report has been submitted to it.

Report on Pilot Intensive Rural 
Employment Project

166. SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY: 
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether the Government have 
received the Report of the Review 
Committee on Pilot Intensive Rural 
Employment Project (P.I.R.E.P.) head-
ed by Shri M. L. Dantwala; and

(b) if so, whether the Government 
have decided to implement the said re-
port and the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU 
PRATAP SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Report is under examina-
tion and for this purpose an Empower-
ed Committee has been constituted in




