207 Written Answers

éoverqe of Speeches of M.Ps by
W News Stations of AILR.

3962. SHRI DURGA CHAND: Will
the Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether proper coverage by
A.I.R. is not given to the speeches
of some Members of Parliament in
the Parliament in States like Himach-
al Pradesh where the circulation of
newspapers is very limited;

(b) whether in the agbsence of AIR
coverage of Parliamentary proceed-
ings of such Members, the electorates
do not know about the performance
of their representatives jin Parliament;

(¢) whether Government are con-
templating any scheme under which
the proceedings of Parliament get due
place and publicity in the regional
news stationg situated in the regions
of constituencies of such Members;

(d) whether it is proposed to ap-
point persons for 3-4 neighbouring
States for sending despatches to re-
gional stationg covering the speeches
of Members of Parliament of that re-
gion; ! ¢ 9

(e) whether jt iS also proposed to
depute staff reporters of AIR from
the regional stations to Delhi during
Parliament Session for such coverage:
and

(#) if so, what steps Government
have taken in this regard and with
what results?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
L. K. ADVAND): (a) to (c). Re-
gional news bulleting broadcast from
the Regional Stations of All India
Radio are meant mainly to give news
about the region concerned and news
of interest to the region. However,
AIR has recently introduced a system
under which news items on questions
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of purely regional interest answered
in Parliament are transmitted to the
regional centres concerned for hroad-
cast in the regional bulletins. This
is done on news value and taking into
account the facilitiegs available,

(d) and (e). No such proposal is
under Government’s consideration.

(f) Does not arise.
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