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Progress of work of Committee on 
Legal Aid to poor

389. SHRI SHYAM SUNDER 
GUPTA; Will the Minister of LAW, 
JUSTICE AND COMPANY AF-
FAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) the progress so far made by 
the Committee on Legal Aid to the 
poor appointed under the Chairman-
ship of Justice P. N. Bhagwati; and

(b) whether the Committee has 
since presented its Report to the Gov-
ernment?

THE MINISTER OF LAW, JUS-
TICE AND COMPANY AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SHANTI BHUSHAN); (a) and
(b) The Committee has submitted its 
Report to the Government,

Exploration for Oil in Kutch Area
390. SHRI D. D. DESAI: Will the 

Minister of PETROLEUM AND CHE-
MICALS AND FERTILIZERS be 
pleased to state :

(a) whether the ONGC has taken 
a final decision to explore the Kufch 
area for oil by itself; and

(b) if so, the progress in this re-
gard so far?'

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZ- 
BRS (SHRi H. N. BAHUGUNA):
(a) and (b). The Oil and Natural 
Gas Commission is itself carrying out 
on land exploration wirk in the Kutch 
area. Besides exploratory surveys, two 
wells have already been drilled 
in this area by the ONGC bur neither 
of the wells showed presence of any 
hydrocarbons.

As regards the Kutch Offshore. 
M/s. Reading & Bates. Who 
were granted an exploration contract 
in 1974, have since pulled out of the 
area after drilling one well which 
did not show presence of oil or gas. 
However, the ONGC has since done 
some reinterpretation of the available 
data and has decided to carry cut 
further exploration in the area on 
its own.




