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(b) what is the total number of em-
ployees working in the extra Departmental
Post Offices;

(¢) whether Government are sympathe-
tic to raise their pay: an

() if 30, what will b their pay_and
when they are to get it?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICA-
SHRI NARHARI PRASAD
: (a) Considering the
fact that the Branch Posimasters work
Jor only limited hours a day the allowance
pavable to them is not considered inade-
quatc,

(b) As on 31-3-77 the total number of
Exira Departmental agents was 222495,

fc) and (d). The wage structure of the
Branch Postmasters is under review.

Cost of Production of a pair of
Rail Wheel

882. SHR1'SUKHENDRA SINGH:
Wi the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) the cost of production of onr pair
«of rail wheels with axle and at what
price they are sold 10 the Railways; and

{b)_the cost of production of vne ton of
steel in the various steel plants and at
-what price it is being cxporied?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND

{IN SHRI KARIA MUNDA). (aj
Th= cast of production of different
categories of stecl varies from plant to plant
depending on several factors like product
mix, capital cost etc. Similarly. the
export prices for different categorirs of
steel are subject to Auctuations depending
-on International market conditions. Rail-
ways_arc_being supplied a pair of rail
sheels with axic at a price of Rs. 4308
{exclusive of excisc duty and JPC cews).
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Setting up of an Export oriented Almmi.
‘Siam Plani in M.P.

4884. SHRI  SURYA  NARAIN
SINGH: Will the Minister of STEEL
AND MINES be pleased to state:

(a) whether Russian experts have sub-
mitted a report to government for setting
up an export ariented aluminium plant
in Madhya Pradeth;

{b) if so, the details therein; and
{c) the reaction of Government thereto ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL AND
MINES (SHRI KARIA MUNDA): (a)
to (c). A feasibility report was got pre-
pared by a Saviet agency for setti ng up
an export-oriented alumina plant based
on Mainpat bauxite deposits.  The feasi-
bility report concluded that the exploita-
tion of thase deposits would not be eco-
nomical for export of alumina. It was,
therefore, not possible to proceed further
in the matter, .





