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Per Capita Consumption of Foodgrains

1508 SHRI SR REDDY
SHRI YASHWANT BOROLE

Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased
to state

(a) whether the Government s
attention has been drawn to reported
opinion of Dr M S Swamunathan
that present rosy foodgran situstion
18 due to poor consumption,

(b) what 1s the average per capita
rate of consumption of foodgrains
now 1n the country and

(c) whether iIn wiew of over 20
mullion tonnes of buffer stock of
foodgramns there 15 a proposal to hift
ratiorung and make foodgramng avail-
able freely?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN

THE MINISTRY OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION (SHRI
BHANU PRATAP SINGH) (a)
Yes, Sir

(b) It 1s not feasible to work out
per capita consumtion of foodgrains
However, the figures of per capita
availabnlity from year to year are
available The latest figure of per ca-
pita  avalability 1s that for 19876,
during which year the per capita
availability was placed gt 1887 Kilo-
grams

(c) Except for Greater Calcutta
and Durgapur Asansol Industrial
Complex, where statutory ratioming
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is bemng continued at the instance of
West Bengal Government, there 13 no
rationing anywhere else in the coun-
try The prevalent system 15 only
that of fair price shops, which operate
as & useful tool for keepang the pri-
ces under control
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