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(b) and (c). Controlled thermo-
nuclear fusion involves the release of
energy by combination (not splitting)
of the nuclei of isotopes of hydrogen
like deuterium and tritium. Good pro-
gress has been made in international
research on various schemes for
achieving fusion, like magnetic con-
finement, laser-driven implosion etc.
But it will be quite a long time before
economically feasible fusion reactors
are developed for generation of elec-
tricity. Fusion research is an extremely
costly proposition. It may be prudent
to watch the developments in this
field before embarking on larger pro-
grammes. Meanwhile we are keeping
in touch with developments in this
field.
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' Buffer Stock of Newsprint at Gauhati

2121. SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYA:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government are coa-
sidering to set up a buffer stock of
newsprint at Gauhati to tide over the
shortage during the floog and other
calamities; and

(b) if so, when ?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRI JAGBIR
SINGH): (a) and (b). The possibility
of opening a newsprint depot at
Gauhati was considered by the State
Trading Corporation but found an un-
economic proposition. They do have
plans, however, of suggesting to the
State  Governments that the State
Small Scale Industries or Marketing
Corporations obtain requirements of
Small and Medium newspapers through
State Trading Corporation and re-
distribute in their respective areas.
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Radio and T.V. Programmes for Rural
Development

2124. SHRI DHARAMVIR VASISHT:
Will the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

(a) the concrete steps taken by
Government to make radio and T.V.
a fit instrument for rural develop-
meat and for mass campaign of deur-
banisation; ang

(b) the percentage of time given
to rural broadcasts/telecasts on Cen-
tral and State net works today as
against what was the position?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K
ADVANI): (a) and (b).

ALL INDIA RADIO

Farm and Home Units have been
set up at 49 AIR Stations. The main
function of Farm and Home Unit is
to disseminate information on scientific
agricultural, anima] husbandary, fish-
eries, horticulture and nutrition etc.
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