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Conversion of Meire Gauge Track info
Broad Gauge in Assam

2724 SHRI P KANNAN Will the
Miutster of RAILWAYS be pleased
tu state

(a) whether 1t 1s a fact that the
work of the ONGC 18 handicapped
particularly in Assam because of the
absence of broad gauge track to move
hemvy equipment, and

(b) if so the plans evolved for con-
version of metre gauge into broad
gauge to facilitate the important work
of of]l exploration?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SHEO NARAIN) (a) and (b) ONGC
have not raised the question of ex
tending broad gauge line 1in Assam
with the Ministry of Railways How-
ever work on extension of BG rail-
way line fror New Bongaigaon to
Gauhat1 1s already 1n progress

Strike contemplated by NFIR

2725 SHRI PRADYUMNA BAL-
SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:

Will the Mmster of RAILWAYS
be pleased to state

(a) whether his attention has been
drawn to a news item wiuch appear-
ed 1n the ‘Times of India’ dated the

2nq February, 1978 to the effect thab
the National Federation of Indian
Railwaymen is contemplating an “4n-
definite strike’ to press its demands
for bonus, dearness allowance and
minimum wage, and

(b) if go, the reaction of Goverm-
ment towardg this decismion and steps
contemplated to be tsken to avert the
crisis?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SHEO NARAIN) (a) Yes

(b) There have been discussions
with the National Federation of
Indian Rallwaymnen and the Govern-
ment’s stand on vailous 1ssues raised
has been explained 1n great detail
Decisions on a number of 1ssues have
already been taken and announced

Government 18 keeping a watch and
wish to assure that the door for dis-
cussions and negotiations 1< always
open

Conversion of Sonpur Pahlejaghat
Mietre Gauge line

2726 SHRI PANDIT D, N TIWARY
Will the Mimmster of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state

(a) whether Government are aware
of the difficulties of the passengers
from Narkatiaganj-Motihar; Section
in coming to Patna as they have to
change the trains at four places during
the journey,

(b) 1f s0 whether Government pro~
pose to convert Sonpur-Pahlejaghat
metre gauge line into bread gauge,
and

(c) if so when?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SHEO NARAIN) (a) Yes

(b) and (c) It has been decided to
have a mixed gauge from Sonpur to
Pahlejaghat The progress on the
work will depend upon the avai-
ability of funds





