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‘be laid on the Table of the House.
The requisite information is to be
furnished by the UPSC as applicationrs
from candidates for selection for admis.
sion to NDA are invited by them.

Increase of cement price by Rs. 20 per
tonne

300. SHRI M. KALYANASUNDA-
‘RAM: Will the Minister of INDUSTRY
‘be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have
allowed the Cement industry to in-
.crease the price of cement by Rs. 20
‘per tonne;

(b) if so, the details and reasons
therefor; and

(c) what will be the estimated
total gain of the private cement pro-
ducers by this step taken by Gevern-
ment?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
"THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
(KUMARI ABHA MAITI) (a) to (c).
Shortage in the supply of cement had
developed on account of higher de-

mand for consumption for Public
Works as well as for Agriculture,
Industry and Housing. Substantial

quantities of cement were also requir-
ed to repair ravages caused by the
<cyclones in Andhra Pradesh and 1 aniil
Nadu. Government therefore decided
to permit the import of about one miil-
lion tonnes of cement to meet the ad-
ditional demand. As the landed cost
of the imported cement is higher thau
the cost of indigenous cement, Gov-
ernment decided to pool the prices and
increase the F.O.R. destination price
of cement by Rs. 17 per tonne w.e.f.
7th January, 1978, so that together
with local levies, the retail price dia
not increase by more than Rs. 20/-
Per tonne or Re. 1 per bag. The in-
crease in f.o.r. destination prices do
not be benefit the cement manufac-
turers as there has been no increase in
the ex-works or retention prices ~f ce-
ment.

Supply of coal to Bokaro Steel Plant

301. SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:
Will the Minister of ENERGY kbe
please” to state:

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been drawn to the news
item published in ‘Business Standard’,
Calcutta in jts issue dated the 12th
January 1978 regarding bad supply
of coal to Bokaro Steel Plant threa-
tening closure of blast furnace;

(b) whether Government have
made necessary enquiries in the
matter;

(¢) if so, the findings thereof; and

(d) the steps Government propose
to take to ensure adequate quality of
coal to the steel plants?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
(SHR'" P. RAMACHANDRAN):(a) Yes.
Sir.

(b) to (d). Government have en-
quiredd into the matter. Some coal
with high ash content was despatched
to th.» Bokaro Steel Plant on account
of certain defects developed by the
coal washery at Kathara. The ‘egan--
cal pwvroblems have since been rectified
and the quality of washed coal has
greatly improved. Constant watch
is being maintained on the output of
all thhe coal washeries with a view to
mairtain the desired standard of wash-
ed coal to be supplied to _the steel
mills. Quality control measures h:zve
been adopted at various stages «.f coal
supplies to the steel plants.
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Incentives to Cement Units

303. SHRI M. KALYANASUNDA
RAM: Will the Minister of INDUSTRY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have a
proposal under consideration to give
incentives to Cement Units to help
them increase utilisation of existing
capacity; and

(b) it so, the details thereof?

THIE MINISTER OF STATE IN i{E
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (KUMARI
ABHA MAITI): (a) and (b). The pro-
posal to give incentives to :ement
units to help them increase utilization
of existing capacity is being examined
by th2 Government.

Foreign investment for the rarid
Economic Development

'304 SHRI R. KOLANTHAIVELU:
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY “be
pleased to state:

() tre policy followed by the pre-
sent fiovernment for permitting
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foreign investment in the interests of
rapid economic development; and

(b) the particulars of foreign in-
vestment proposed to be permitted in
the near future and the nature of the
industries in which foreign participa-
tion is likely?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
(KUMARI ABHA MAITI): (a) and
(b). Government’s policy towards per-
mitting foreign investment is selective.
Foreign investment is permitted orly
in fields of high priority, export orien-
ted ventures, and in other areas where
the import of foreign technology is
consitlered necessary and is in the
national interest.

Proposals for foreign investment wilt
be considered in the light of the
above policy.

Disintegration of Nuclear Powered
Soviet satellite

30f SHRI R. KOLANATHAIVELU:
SHRI K. MAYATHEVAR:

Wil the Minister of
ENERGY be pleased to state:

ATOMIC

(a) the reactions of Government in
regard to the recent disintsgration of
a nuclear powered Soviet Safellita and
the implications of hazard to humanity
by such satellites; and

(b) the steps taken by Government
to bring about a ban on satelliteg using
reactors?

THIE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MOR4.RJI DESAI): (a) and (b). Gov-
ernment has no information other than
what has appeared in various news-
paper« regarding the reported crash
of the Soviet Satellite in Canadian
territory. In the absence of iny
authentic informiation, it is not p-~ssi-
ble to make any comments on the im-
plications of this incident. '





