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Improvement In TV programmes

*425. SHRI MANORANJAN BHAK- 
TA: WxU the Minister ol INFORMA­
TION AND BROADCASTING be 
pleased to state.

(a) whether Government are aware 
of the reported glut in the TV indus­
try in the country;

(b) if so, the facts and reasons 
therefor;

(c) whether Government are also 
aware of the growing unpopularity 
of the TV programmes; and

(d) if so, whether any survey has 
been made in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K. 
ADVANI): (a) There is no glut in the 
TV receiver industry in the country.

(b) Does not arise.
(c) and (d). Audience Research sur­

veys are conducted periodically for 
Doordarshan Kendras to assess audi­
ence reaction. These surveys do not 
Indicate that the programme are be­
coming unpopular.

Parity Price for Coal

*426. PROF. P. G. MAVALANKAR: 
Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware 
that the absence of parity price for

coal all over the country puts addi­
tional and avoidable burdens on some 
of the States, situated at a long dis­
tance from the coal fields, whose buy­
ing needs for coal are substantial;

(b) if so, whether Government 
propose to ensure the parity price tor 
coal throughout the country, and if 
so, how and when; and

(c) if not, why not?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY (SHRI 
P. RAMACHANDRAN): (a) The sell­
ing prices of coal and coke very from 
place to place depending upon the 
distance from the Collieries from 
which coal or coke is obtained and the 
mode of transport used.

(b) and (c). For the present, it is 
not proposed to bring about equalisa­
tion of price for coal throughout the 
country, in view of the prevalent pric­
ing pattern which encourages major 
consumers to locate their units near 
the coalfields and minimises thereby 
the strain on the transport system.

Suicide by Scientists of Variable 
Energy Cyclotron Project

3874. SHRI RAJ KRISHNA DAWN: 
Will the Minister of ATOMIC ENERGY 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether one or two scientists 
of VEC Project had committed
suicide;

(b) whether a VEC scientist 
deputed to the United States for 
training in Radio Frequency (RF) 
System refused to return, and another 
scientist sent as replacement resigned 
from VEC Project;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) name of the scientist who com­
mitted suicide and name of the 
scientist sent as replacement?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI 
MORARJI DESAI): (a) One scientist 
of VEC Project, Shri S. Mukherjee 
died of electrocution at his residence.
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He was a chronic ulcer patient and 
because ol his illness suffered frequent 
bouts of mental depression.

(b) No, Sir.
(c) Does not arise.
(d) No replacement has been found 

necessary.
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Allocation made for Tribal Sub-Plan 
Areas for 1978-19

3877. SHRI GIRIDHAR GOMA- 
NAGO: Will the Minister of HOME 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether his Ministry earmarked 
allocation for tribal sub-plan areas 
for 1977-78 lor the development of 
education, social upliftment and for 
culture;

fb) if so, whether the money will 
be given to the States as matchlng- 
giant or assistance; and

(c) if not, the schemes formulated 
by the Ministry for the tribal sub­
plan areas in the year 1978-79 and 
for Sixth Five Year Plan?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SHRI DHANIK LAL MANDAL): (a) 
to (c). During 1977-78 an amount of 
about Rs. 7.30 crores was allocated to 
the diilerent Slates as special Central 
assistance for education and other 
social and community services. The 
amount proposed for 1978-79 is al>out 
Rs. 10.50 crores. The amount of 
special Central Assistance is given 
as a supplemental grant to the States:




