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(b ) prospects o f further explora­
tion; *

(c ) is there any proposal under con ­
sideration for o ff-shore exploration in 
the Bay o f Bengal; and

(d ) if not, the reasons thereof?

THE M INISTER OF PETROLEUM  
AN D CH EM ICALS AN D FE R TILI­
ZERS (SH RI H. N. B A H U G U N A ):
(a ) During the period 1970— 77 ' e x ­
ploratory surveys and drilling opera­
tions in various parts o f West Bengal 
w ere  continued b y  the ONGC. In 
addition to putting in 2 party-years 
o f geological field w ork, 27 party- 
years o f seismic and 3 party-years of 
gravity  m agnetic surveys, the ONGC 
conducted drilling operations on 
three structures, nam ely, Bakultala, 
Galsi and Diam ond Harbour. One 
w ell drilled each on Bakultala and 
Galsi structures did not indicate the 
presence o f any oil or gas. A  second 
w ell drilled on the Galsi structure is 
currently under production testing. 
D rilling of the first w ell at Diam ond 
H arbour is also in progress.

(b ) Besides exploring for deeper 
prospects, ONGC plans to continue 
seismic w ork  in the Marshy Sundar- 
ban areas, an^ the Hinge zone areas 
o f the Bengal basin.

(c )  No, Sir. Not for the present.
(d ) The data so far collected from  

geophysical surveys and off-shore 
drilTing in the area are presently 
under analysis by  the ONGC and 
future program m e w ill depend upon 
the results o f these studies.

Report by Indian Medical Association 
on ID PL 'and HAL Pimpri Plants

991. SHRI M UKHTIAR SINGH 
M ALIK:

SHRI AGHAN SINGH THAKUR:
W ill the M inister o f PETROLE­

UM AN D CHEM ICALS AN D FERTI- 
L lZB R S be pleased to state:

(a ) whether the Indian Medicn) 
Association has submitted its report 
w ith regard to its recent visit to the
I.D.P.L. plants at Rishikesh, H ydera­
bad and Madras and the HAL plant 
at Pim pri; and

(b ) if so, the details thereof and 
Governm ent’s reaction thereon?

THE M INISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AN D CHEM ICALS AN D FE R TILI­
ZERS (SHRI H. N. B A H U G U N A ):
(a ) Yes, Sir.

(b )  A  statement is laid on the 
Table o f the House. [P laced in L i- 
bary. See No. LT-1647/78].

Interest by Chinese experts in coal
based fertilizer plants in Andhra 

Pradesh and Orissa

992. SHRI R. V. SW AM IN ATH AN : 
W ill the Minister of PETROLEUM  
AN D CHEM ICALS AND FERTILI­
ZERS be pleased to state:

(a) w h e t h e r  it is a fact that India’s 
coal based fertilizer plants in Andhra 
Pradesh and Orissa have brought forth 
enquiries from  foreign  countries with 
huge coal deposits;

(b ) if so, whether the latest are the 
Chinese from  where a group o f fer­
tiliser experts recently visited these 
plants;

(c ) whether these experts held dis- 
cua^on wilb the Union Government;

(d ) if so, whether any agreement 
has been signed' in this^regard;

(e) to what extept these two plants 
have made’ progress; and

(f)  when the third plant is likely 
to be set up?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE M IN ISTRY OF PETROLEJ/M  
AN D CHEM ICALS AND FEBTILI- 
ZERS (SH RI JAN ESH W AR illlSH - 
R A ) : (a ) and (b ) .  Brazil, Turkey




