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Irrtptlo11 Pr*cla of West Bencal 
Pendlnc Clearance 

19. DR. BIJOY MONDAL: 
SHRI SUDHIR GHOSAL: 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE 
.UlD 11'!RIGATION be pleased to 
atate: 

(a) whether ii. is a fact that a 
1n.1mber of Irrigation projects sub-
mitted by the Government of West 
Bengal are pending clearance of the 
Central Water Commission for long; 

(b) if so. details of the projects 
submitted by the State G·.:ivernment 
date-wise; and 

( c) what specific steps huv" been 
taken or proposed to expedite 
clearance of these proposals submit-
ted by the Stalt:.· Government? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION C S!IRI BHANU PRA-
T AP SINGH): Cal and (bl. No. Sir. 
O:i1y one medium irrig~tion prnjf-·ct is 
at present pC'nding in tJ1e Central 
Water Comm1~~ion for scrutiny. •fhis 
was received 0 nly in January, 1971-1. 
Six other projects-two of the1n 
major-v.•hich \VCT'C received in CWC 
during the years 1973 to 197f> art· now 
pending with th(' Government of West 
Bengal for sending replies tu the t:om-
rr.cnts of th(' Ct'ntral Water Com1ni,.;-
s1on. 

(c) In addition tu the normal corre..--
pondence \Vith the state GovernmentB 
for sending their clariftcation/r~pli<·~ 

to comments of Central Water Com-
mission. periodical meetings ure also 
he1d in the Central Water Commission 
with the State officers for expediting 
these cases. 

Stady Of Bio-pa Plant. hy Indian 
Coan<ll of A&'ritultural Researeh 

20. SHRI SUDHIR GHOSAL: Will 
the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND 
IRRIGATION be plea9"<1 to st•te: 

(a) whether the Indian Council 
for A11ricultural Research made any 

study about the clean, cheap and 
efficient model of Bio-las plants;· 

(bl if so, the details of the re-
search thereof and the names of the 
Scientists participated in tl)is work 
and the result achieved; 

(c) whether any action waa taken by 
the Ministry up-to-date to popula-
rise the result achieved by these 
Scientists; and 

(dJ if ""• the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU 
PRATAP SINGH): (al The Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research has 
initiated u coordinated Research Pro-
gran1me on Bio-gas Technolo&y in 
May, 1977 at the seven centres viz., (1) 
!ARI, New Delhi, (2) Punjab Agricul-
tural Univer.\:iity, Ludhiana, (3) G.B. 
Pant University of Agriculture and 
'ferhnology, Pantnagar, ( 4) Haryana 
Agricultural University, Hissar, (5) 
University of Agriculturul Science~. 
College of Agriculture, Dharwar, (6) 
Sri Para.shukthi College for Women 
Courtallam, (7 l Tumil Nadu Agricul-
tural University, Coimbatore \\"ith the 
Coordinating Centre ut IARI. In this 
schen1c, studies are underway to de-
velop 111orc efficient and less expen-
sivl' bio-gus p]ants. 

(b) The rC"seurch thereof is concern-
ed mainly with the organisms, their 
efficiency. their reaction on dltferent 
organic wastes, seasonal fluctuation in 
gas production, reduction of contaml-
nants: n1anurial value of residue and 
the co::t-bcneflt ratio of Gobargn:-: 
plants. The names of the Cblet In-
vesti~ators at different rueareh cen-
tres arc:-

l. !ARI. New Delhi-Dr. T. D. 
Biswa•, Head, Division of Soil 
Science and Agricultural Cbem.btry 

2. PAU, Ludhillna-Dr. M'. S 
Grewal, A.c;sociate Profuaor, CivlJ 
En,'!ineering. 

3. G. B.Pant Univerlity al Acri. & 
Tech., Pantnagar-Shrl S. P. Kul· 
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shreshtha, Associate 
Deptt. of Agril. Engg. 

4. HAU, Hisser-Dr. 
Professor & Head, Dept!. 
biolofy. 

Professor, 

P. Tauro, 
of Micro-

5. University of Agril. Sciences, 
College of Agriculture, Dharwar-
Dr. T. K. Ramachandra Reddy, Pro-
fe5"or, Agricultural Microbiology. 

6. Shri Parashakthi College for 
Women, Courtallam-Selvi S. Jana-
ki-Lecturer, Bio-Chemistry. 

7. TNAU-Coimbatore-Shri K. 
R. Swaminathan, Professor & Head, 
Department of Farm Machinery. 

(c) Improvement i• being made in 
the design and elllcient working of 
t~ plants and in reducing the cost 
of production. Work has been done 
on the suitability of the material• for 
gas production, measure• to prevent 
1owering of gas production during 
winter months and ellkient handling 
and storage of residual slurry for uop 
production. It is observed that saw-
dust supplementation at 5 per cent 
level increaaed gas production upto 
40 per cent. Work ii in progress to 
usesa the fUel and manurial values. 
In addlti0n to the above, the Khadhi 
and Village Industrie; Commisoion has 
done pioneering work in the design 
and installation of Bio-gas plants. A 1-
so, a simple and cheap model called 
"Janata" Bio-1as plant has been de"e-
Joped by the Go bar Ga• Research Stli-
tlon, Ajifmal, Etawah District, U.P. 

(d) The popularisation v:ork was 
done by the Farm Information Unit, 
Directorate of Extension of the Min-
istry of Allt\culture and ln:igation, 
which publl•hPd an illustrated book-
let entitled "lnstal a cow-dung ~a• 
plant." 

Under a Central Sector Scheme for 
setting up of gobar gas plants, over 
51.000 gas plants v.rcre imtall~d dur-
ing 1974 to 78. 

Installation Of Bto-ras Plants 

21. SHRI SAKTI KUMAR SAR-
KAR: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE AND IRRIGATION be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether so far only 60,000 bio-
gas plants have so far been installed in 
the country out of the target of 
10,00,000 bio-gas plant:; during the 
fifth plan period; 

(bJ if ;o, the reasons thereof; and 

(c) action 1aken up-to-dale t;J 
popU!arise blo-gas plants? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE JN 
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTUHE 
AND IRRIGATION tSHRI BHANU 
PRATAP SINGHJ: (oJ The target for 
setting up of bio-gas plants for Fifth 
Plan was 1,00,000 plants. Against this. 
about 60,000 plants hnve been instal-
led upto 1977-78. 

(b) The programme was \'.'ClJ re-
ceived in certain States; hov.·ever, in 
others the slow progress i:; due m:iin-
ly to unfavourable climatic condition::;, 
higher cost of the plant, and lack 1Ji 

felt-need amongst farmers e~pecially 
who have few cattle heads. 

(c) Step,g adopted for popularisation 
of bio-gas plants include provision of 
central subsidy, Joan fucilitics from 
nationalised banks. technical guidanct• 
to farmers and publicity through ex-
tengon v.-or,'kers. published materiai 
in local languages and mass media 
Present1y, the rate of central subsidy 
is 50 per l'ent of the capital cost for 
plants set up in hilly and tribal areas: 
and in oth£r areas, 25 per cent for 
plants of 2 and 3 cu. m. size to s1nall 
and 1narginal farmers and 20 per cent 
for all sizes to remaininl!! farn'lers. 
Besides, 33 per cent of capital cost is 
being J!iVen for community plants and 
100 per cent for plants based on night-

soil to be set upon pilot basis. 




