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800. SHRI R. MOHANARANGAM:
Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
of the immense possibilities of em-
ployment generation by a comprehen-
sive scheme of road construction; and

(b) if so, the actual plansg and pro-
grammesg of Government for Road
canstruction and the States covared
by the Plans?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN-
CHARGE OF THE MINISTRY OF
SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT (SHRI

CHAND RAM): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) A provision of Rs. 683 crores in
the Central Sector and Rs. 1500 crores
in the State Sector has been tenta-
tively made in the 1978—83 plan for
roads for the country as a whole. This
Plan has, however, yet to be finalised.

Installation of More Powerful Trans-
mitters in A.LR.

501. SHRI P. KANNAN: Will the
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(a) whetber transmitters of Al
India Radio are far weaker than thely
counterparts in neighbouring coun~
tries like Sri Lankw; and

(b) if so, the steps taken to ensure
more powerful transmitters in keep-
ing with expanding needs of the
country?

THE MINISTBR OF INFORMA.
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
L. K. ADVANI): (a) The latest avail-
able information in regard to the
power and number of transmitters of
India and the neighbouring countries
is given in the attached statement,

(b) The following schemes are
under implementation for improving
the medium wave transmitter power
of radip stations:—

(i) Upgradation of Srinagar
Traensmitter from 20 Kw to 200 Kw.

(iiy Upgradation of Shillgng
Transmitter from 1 Kw to 100 Kw.

(iii) Upgradation of  Aijawl
Transmitter from 10 Kw to 20 Kv&_r.
In addition, there is a proposal in
the draft Roll-on-Plan (1978—83) to

Minister of INFORMATION AND )
BROADCASTING be pleasedq to upgrade the power of 12 medium

state: wave transmitters.

Statement
Medium Wave Transmitters
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Financial and Technical Assjstance for
Development of Backward Area of
Ramnadapuram

502. SHRI P, THIAGARAJAN:
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) the precise role played by the
Central Government in the develop-
ment of the backward areg of Ram-
nadapuram District in Tamil Nadu in-
dicating the quantum of financial as-
sistance, technical assistance granted
during last three years and the cur-
rent year;

(b) whether Government have stu-
died the immense possibilities of ma-
nufacturing useful products from the
Palmyrah trees which are found im
abundance in this District; and

(c) if so, the steps taken or pro-
posed to be taken for development of
such manufactures?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
‘(SHRIMATI ABHA MAITI): (a) to
‘(¢). The information is being collect-
ed and will be laid down on the Table
of the House. .. e
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