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(b) the amount ganctioned to Tamil
Neda Government for development of
backward agreas during the last two
years and current year and the anti-
cipsted grants during the next five
Years?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI DESAI): (a) The policy
and programmes for the development
of backward areas were hithereto
characterised by a selective approach
aimed either at specific problems
(e.g. drought, hill area development)
or at specific target groups (e.g. small
and marginal farmers, tribal popula-
tion). Besides, for industrially back-
ward areas, incentives were provided

to promote industria) growth. These
progremmes are continuing, but in' the
new plan, they are sought to be syste-
matically coordinated and integrated
with other programmes into area deve-
lopment plans, with the development
block as the unit of planning. A
High-level Committee has been formed
to examine the problems of backward
areas and to suggest new directions of’
policy.

(b) Allocations of special central
assistance to Tamil Nadu during the
last two years and current- year @are
given below:—

(Rs. in lakhs)

Scheme 1076-77  1977-78  1¢t¥-g
DPA . 15403 157-83 17430
SFDA 24585 303 G 597 20
Hill Arca Development 1R0°C0 e o 170 Co
Tribal Sub-Plans 40°00 45°C0 £4° 00
Re-imbursements made under Central Investment Subsidy

schemes to industrial units 238 32 292 78 10053

(Up to 30-11-78

Allocations for the next five years
have not yet been worked out.

Proposal to Reduce Price of Cloth

2437. SHRI KACHARULAL HEM-
RAJ JAIN: Will the Minister of
INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any proposal
under consideration of Government to
reduce the price of cloth which has
been rising for the last 15 years;

(b) if so, the particulars of the pro-
posal; and

(c) if not the reasons thereof?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES): (a)
to (c). Pricing of cloth like any
other product is conditioned by forces
of demand and supply and therefore,

cannot be viewed in isolation. There
is no specific proposal specially for
reducing prices of cloth. The con-
sumer prices of controlled cloth how-

ever have been kept at the same level
ag before. I

Screening of Smuggled Films

2438. SHRI D. AMAT: Wil] the
Minister of INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING be pleaseq to state:

(a) whether some smuggled foreign
films with forged certificates have been
screened in some States during the
last three years; and

(b) if so, the action taken or pro-
posed to be taken in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
L. K. ADVANI): (a) and (b). One
case of such violation came to the



87.  Written Answerg

notice of the Board of Film. Censors.
recently., With the help of the Statey
Government tune print of the film has
been seized. The State Government
has been requested to take further
action in accordance with the provi-
sions of law,
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Terrific explosion in Gun Powder
Factory at Pune

2440. SHRI YADVENDRA DUTT:
Will the Minister of DEFENCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether his attention has been
drawn to the news-item published on
the 4th November, 1978 saying that
at mid-day in the Gun Powder Factory
at Pune, there was a terrific explosion;
and

(b) if so, whether any enquiry has
been made and if so, the results
thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE (PROF.
SHER SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir.
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(b) A :Board ‘of Enquiry investigat-
ed into the cause of fire, (not explo-
sion as reported in the mnews-item)
in a stack of unserviceable timber
packing boxes, which destroyed 4000
packings valued at Rs. 6000 (approx.).
There was no injury to any personnel.
The Board did not find any evidence
for pin-pointing cause of fire but
suggested some remedial measures
which are being implemented.

Yercentage of women arrested In
murder cases

2441. SHRI K. MALLANNA:
SHRI S. S. SOMANI:

Will the Minister of HOME AF-

FAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
percentage of women arrested in
murder cases is higher in India than
other countries;

(b) whether any sample survey of
women convicts has been carried out
in jails in this regard; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(SHRI DHANIK LAL MANDAL) :

(a) and (b). Yes, Sir.

(c). The Bureau of Police Research
and Development, Ministry of Home
Afiairs conducted a study on “Cruni-
nality Amongst Women In India”
from 1971 to 1975. The study reveals
that the percentage of women arrested
in murder cases is higher in India
then in other countries. The percen-
tage of women arrested on murder
charges to total female arrests for
other IL.P.C. Crimes in India in 1975
was 440 whereas in Japan, Ireland,
Tha:land, West Germany and U.S.A.
it was 0.6 04 0.1, 02 and 024 res-
pectively.





