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Under Utilisation of Irrigation
Potential

3157. DR SAROJINT MAHISHI:
SHRI K. PRADHANI:

‘Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state:

(a) what are the fuctors in respect
cf various projccts responstbic for the
under utilisation of irrigation poten-
tial; and

(b) what sleps are being taken to
remedy the situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI BIIANU
PRATAP SINGH): (a) The various
factors which are responsible for the
under utilisation of irrigation potential
are:—

(i) construction of field channels
not keeping pace with the water
availability facility;

(ii) inadequate drainage facility
which "hampers development of ir-
rigation;

(iii) Inadequate preparation of
land for irrigated agriculture includ-
ing land levelling and land shaping;

(iv) anticipated crop pattern and
water allowances under the projects
not being realised;

(v) lack of adequate agricultural
experimental and demonstration
farms and training and extension
facilities;

(vi) Mal-distribution of available
supplies of water and problems of
tail-end-cultivators; and
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(vii) Jack of inputs and infrastruc.
ture facilities.

(b) The command area development
programme taken up in the Fifth Plan
and being continued in the current
Plan is a major step to remedy ‘'he
situation.  Broadly, the programme
covers on-farm development works
comprising field channels, ficld drains,
land levelling and shaping operations.
The programme also cnvisages
-trengthening of exicting traming and
demonsiration organisation; Zround
water development in the commend
areas, adoption of suitabie cropping
pattern ang rostering system or irri-
catjon: provision of agdequate drainage
net-work jn the command arcas and
modernisation of the existing irriga-
tion systems ete. A commang aren
development authority 1fo  discharga
these fanctions effectively and spec-ily
has been envisaged for each command
area. At present 38 commanrd arca
development aguthorities are functinn-

sl Proicet
N

1. Koshi Barrage & Eastern Knsi Canal I
2. Chamhal Staece [
- Muhanadi Delta

1. D.V.C. Trrigation’

ing covering 50 irrigation * commands
falling in 13 States.

Escalations in Original Estimates of
Incomplete Major First Plan Irrigation
Project

3158. DR, SAROJINI MAHISHI:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state:

(a) which are the incomplete major
first plan irrigation project in  the
country;

() what are the ezcalation n
their original estimates; and

(e) how the Government
the reasong for the delay?

TIIE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHRI BIIANU PRA-
TAP SINGH): (a1 and (b). 4 major
First Plan irrigation project; are yel 1o
be completed. Project-wise details of
the original estimated cost and the
latest reviscd cost are given below:

analyse

(Rs. erores.)

Oyrizinal Latest
estimatee revi sed
cinst C 05t
. . N 2481 12705
3 L . . 94- 44 né- 46
N . . . 14'02 G2+ 6g
. . . . 25°07 70-c0®

*This fizure< wou'd need lurther revision,

(c¢) The main reasons for the delay
have been (i) inadequate financial
outlay till the end of the Fourth Plan
(ii) changes in scope of the projects
(iiiy land acquisition difficulties (iv)
non-availability of construction mate-
Tialg like cement, steel & explosive and
(v) continuing rise in costs of labour
and materials.”
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