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rivers has also been proposed to sup-
plement the waters in the link canal
The Indian proposal would provide
large benefits of flood control, water
supply and irrigation, navigation, hy-
dro-power generation, etc, to both
the countries.

Bangladesh has also made a pro-
posal which envisages augmentation
of the Ganga flows by construction of
storage dams within the Ganga basin
in India and Nepal for the benefit of
these two countries as well as Bang-
ladesh in regard to power generation
and irrigation and augmentation of
the flows in the Ganga. Some of the
stored water in Nepal is also proposed
to be utilised in a canal passing along
the Nepal terai to Bangladesh through
a 30 km. corridor in India in the nor-
thern part of West Bengal to provide
an international navigation water
route to Nepal as wel] as to augment
the flows in the Mahananda and other
rivers,

The Indo-Bangladesh Joint Rivers
Commission has undertaken the pre-
liminary study of the two proposals.

Additional land under Agriculture

1168. SHRI R. V. SWAMINATHAN:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Ministry have drawn
up a plan to bring additional hectares
of land for Agricultural purpose dur-
ing the VIth Plan period;

(b) if so, the total cost of expendi-
ture involved;

(c) in which State more 1and is like-
"7 to be brought under the scheme; and

(d) the main features of the scheme?
THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE

AND IRRIGATION (SHRI SURJIT
BINGH BARNALA): (a) Yes, Sir.

= {b) The proposals sudgested in the
Report of the Working Group on

NOVEMBER 27, 1978
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Soil Conservation and Land Reclama-
tion would involve an outlay of about
Rs. 45 crores during 1978—83. The
Report is under consideration.

(¢) Maximum land under the sch-
eme is likely to be reclaimed in U.P.

(d) There are two schemes which
will bring additional land under agri-
culture:-

(i) Central Scheme for protection
and development of ravine water-
sheds.

Under the scheme shallow and me-
dium ravings will be reclaimed for agri
culture and the rest of the revinous
areas will be brought under afforesta-
tion on the basis of treatment nf a
complete watershed with the twin
objective of checking further spread
of ravines, and utilising the land al-
ready ruined by ravines.

(ii) Central Scheme for reclama-
tion gand management of alkali soils
and amendment of acid soils.

Alkali land is treated with gypsum/
pyrites and a package of fertiliser and
cropping practices to make them fit
for agriculture again. Acid coil is al
ready under cultivation.

Proposal to increase pricz of wheat

1169. SHRI RAGHBIR SINGH
VIRK: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE AND IRRIGATION be
pleasd to state:

(a) whether the prices of agricul-
tural componentg have gone high dur-
ing the last three years and if so,
the reasons thereof;

(b) whether it is also a fact that
priceg of wheat stand still during the
same period in view of the fact that
prices of agricultural components
have gone high; and

(c) whether Government propose
to increase the prices ‘0of whest and
it not, the reasons thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
IRRIGATION (SHRI BHANU PRA-
TAP SINGH): (a) and (b). A state-
ment showing the procurement price
of wheat and index numbers of whole.
sale prices of agricultural inputs is
attached. It will be seen therefrom
that percentage rise in the procure-
ment price of wheat between 1975-76

and 1977-78 was 7.1 percent, while
the prices of inputs, except electricity
and insecticides, have risen at a les-
ser rate so much go that prices of lu-
bricating oil, tractors and fertilisers
recorded a fall.

(c) Government are expected to
announce the procurement price of
wheat for the next rabi season shortly.

Statement
Poocar-aeat price oif wheat and Index numbers of whelesale prices of Agsicultwa! it
*1975-76 *1976-77 *1977-78 Percentage
1977-78 over
1975-76
Procurement price of what @ (Rs. per qtl.) 105° 00 110°' 00 112°00 +7°1
Index Nos. of wholesale prices of {Basc: 1970-71=100)
Diesel Oil . . . 206- 4 2139 214°1 +37
Lubricating Oil . 316-2 3142 3142 —o0°6
Electricity . . 1581 1716 182+ 5 +15'4
Tractors. . 2046 203°0 2024 —1-1
Agripowrah . 2169 2169 231°3 +6-6
Cement . . 1705 173'6 176-8 "+3-7
Pig Iron. 1754 181:6 181-7 i+3-6
Fertilisers 2147 186+ 5 177" 4 —17°4
Insecticides 216-2 2324 2322 +7°4

*Reclate to the crop harvested during the year (to be marketed in the subsequent year).
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