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Import of high grade Polystyrene

1292. SHRI JANARDHANA POOJ-
ARY: Will the Minister of PETRO-
LEUM, CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether A!l India Plastics
manufacturerg have urged Govern-
ment to allow the impoart of high
impact grade polystyrene; and

(b) if so. the decision of Govern-
ment thereon?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)-
Yes, Sir.

(b) The demand, the availability
and the gap to be filled by imports of
polystyrene ig under review and a final
decision is expected to be taken short-
ly,

Indian Railway Expertise for Fereign
Countries

1295. SHRI MANORANJAN BHA-
KTA: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS
be pleageq to states
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(a) whether Indig is collaborating

‘with a number of foreign countries

for laying of ruilway Iines and manu-
facture of rail equipment and, if so,
the names of those coumtries; and

(b) what ig the nature of expertise
and technical assistance the Indian
Railway Engineers are offering to
those countries ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SHEO NARAIN): (a) and (b). Indian
Railways have offered to share their
technical know-how in the railway sec-
tor with other developing countries
who are planning to develop their res-
pective railway systems. Rail India Te-
chnical and Economic Services Ltd.
(RITES) ang the Indian Railway
Construction Co. Ltd. (IRCON), two
public sector undertakings, have been
set up under the Ministry of Railways,
the former to provide consultancy ser-
vices in various Spheres of railway
technology and management and the
latter to undertake the construction of
major railway projects abroad. The
names of the various countries where
assignments have either been comple-
ted already or are in progress are Iran,
Syria, Ghana, Malaysia, Bangladesh.
Zaire, Philippines and Nigeria. A few
assignments have been secured in India
also.

Review of Inventory Control
Procedures

1266. SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA:

SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA
BOSE ALLURIL

DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to lay a statement showing:

(a) whether a special committee
which was set up sometimes back for
reviewing the inventory control Pro-
cedures and streamlining the working
of Railways has since submitted its
report, if so, what were its recom-
mendations; and
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(b) progress, so far, made in regard
to the implementation of the recom-
mendationg ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
SHEO NARAIN): (a) and (b). A
Committee was set up in 1973 to review
the working of Stores Organisation of
the Railways. The Committee on In-
ventory Management thus set up sub-
mitted two reports with 115 recom-
mendations on the following aspects:—

(i) Procurement of Stores.
(ii) Payment of Suppliers’ Bills.

(iii) Disposal of Surplus Storeg and
Scrap.

(iv) Materials Management in Pro-
duction Units,

(v) System to check thefts and pil-
ferages in Stores Depots.

(vi) Quality Control of spare parts.

(vii) Import of spare parts for Rol-
ling Stock.

(viii) Setting up of Ancillary Indus-
tries around Railway Production
Units.

(ix) Materials Management Orga-
nisation,

(x) General.

2. All the recommendations have
been asscepted ang 108 recommenda-
tions have already been implemented.
The rest of the recommendations are
at various stages of processing.

Well Drilling in West Bengal

1297, SHRIMATI AHILYA P. RANG-
NEKAR: Will the Minister of PETRO-
LEUM, CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that wherever any wel] is started in
West Bengal for deep drilling i.e.
beyond 4,000 metres, there is invari-
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ably some accident in the well and
the drilling programme is upset, but
no such mishap happens when the
well in question is shallow which foils
the extraction of crude oil in West
Bengal; and

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRI H. N. BAHUGUNA): (a)
So far only one well viz. Bodra has
been drilled by the ONGC beyond
4,000 metres in West Bengal which was
projected to 5,000 mts, but was termi-
nated at a depth of 4,193 metres due
to down hole complications. However
all the interesting horizons above the
terminal depth were tested for hydro-
carbons. The other well at Diamond
Harbour projected to a depth of 5,500
metres is presently wunder drilling.
There is no study to indicate that crude
oil occurs only beyond 4,000 metres of
depth in West Bengal.

(b). Complications arise during
drilling due to many reasons, parti-
cularly mechanical failure of equip-
ment and material. There are methods
to liquidate the complications which
are applied depending upon the situa-
tions. While it is easier to liquidate the
complications in shallow wells, it ig not
so easy when the wells are very deep.
Therefore, often the liquidation of com-
plications in deep wells take long time
and sometimes it is considered not
worth pursuing the liquidation job
further for technicaj reasons.

Accidents in Well Drilling

1208. SHRIMATI AHILYA P.
RANGNEKAR: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM, CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state
the number of accidents in well dril-
ling which have upset the drilling
programme  during the last three
years; State-wise and names of the
places?





