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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND MINES
(SHRI KARIA MUNDA): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Yes, Sir.

(c) and (d). The aluminium pro-
ducers are selling the commercial
grade aluminium ingots at the reduced
price fixed by Government, namely,
Rs. 12,258 per tonne (ex-factory orice
plus excise duties).

Disruption of Telephone and Postal
System in West Bengal due to Floods

1629. PROF. SAMAR GUHA: wil
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
Le pleased to state:

(a) whether telephone gnd postal
systems in the greater part of West
Benga] got disrupted due to recent
floods in the State;

(b) if so, facts thereabout and the
present position of telephone system
operating in affected areas of the
State; and

(c) whether postal system has been
re-established in the State?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI NARHARI PRASAD SUKHDEO
SAI): (a) Yes Sir.

(b) Postal system in 10 Districts in-
tluding Calcutta was adversely affected.
Telephone Exchanges affected were
Bagnan, Kolaghat, Ballichuk, Kandi,
Beldanga, Matathi, Krishnagar, Katwa
und Nabadwip. A number of trunk
lnes were also interrupted. Complete
restoration of telecomunications has
already been done on a temporary
tasis  Permanent repairs are under
Progress,

In Calcutta Telephones comprising
°f Howrah, Hugll, 24.Parganas and
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part of Nadiad District about 33,000
telephones were interrupted due to
floods. Most of these telephones have
since beea restored.

(c) Yes Sir.

Expenditure on Indian Missions
Abroad

1630. DR. SAROJINI MAHISHI:

SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH
MALIK:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) the total amount sanctioned for
the expenditure of Indian Embassies/
Missions yearly which are functioning
in foreign countries;

(b) the amount spent by each
Embassy/Mission during the last 3
Years, year-wise; and

(c) the steps Government have
taken to reduce the expenditure on
missions/embassies abroad and with
what results?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SAMARENDRA KUNDU): (a)
The budgetary allocation sanctioned
for the expenditure on Indian Em-
bassies/Missions yearly which are func-
tioning in foreign countries during
1975.76, 1976-77 and 1977-78 is given
below:—

Original Final
Grant appropriation

(in Lakhs of Rupecs)

1975-76 . 165160 1937 22
1976-77 1790°20 2174795
1977-78 2260- 59 255904
(b) The Statement showing the

amount spent by each Embassy/Mis-
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sion during the-last 3 yaaFs, year-wise,
iz placed om the table of the House.
[Placed in Library. See No, LT-2881/
78].

(¢) Expenditure of Indian Missions
zbroad which comprises of establish-
ment and maintenance expenses is
regulated by ‘we, ~_‘;"deﬂn - Service,
Financial and Accounting Rules and
otrer orders issued by Government
from time to time. The working of
Missions abrodd ‘is ‘kept constantly
under geview from Headguarters and
the expenditure of Missions is sub-
jected to audit scrutiny locally and
centrally. Economy measures applic-
able to the Government of India as a
whole are adopted in the Missions
abroad. As often as possible, the
Foreign Service Inspectors inspect
Missions and review their work in
order to bring about greater economy
anl efficiency. Through these institu-
tional arrareements efforts are con-
stantly being made to curb avoidaple
expenditure by the Missions abroad.

The above steps have enabled the
Ministry to achieve the following re-
sults:—

(i) Acquisition/construction of
property at various places to reduce
expenditure on rents.

(ii) Abolishing of posts in several
cases including where feasible of
loca] staff or keeping them in abey-
ance.

(iii) Controlling expenditure on
office expenditure, travelling allow-
ances, hotel accommodation, etc,

(iv) Streamlining rules relating to
provision and use of staff cars.

iv) The strictest check on creation
of additional posts.

(vi) Restricting to the mia.umum
1eplacement of furnfturé, furnishings
and other requirements.
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'lne:eap - expenditure  abread is

largely due to -glebal : imflation over

which the Ministry can have no con.
trol. The sharpest increases .are in
items such as rentals, telephone and
telegraph charges, airfares and in emo-
luments payable td local staft.

Continuirg efforts are being made to
exercise the strictest control over all
exoenditure.
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