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MaaufMtttrta*  til* Fabrtc* by the 
Technicians  of  Trainfof-cUm-Pro- 
duction Centre of Promophat

6375. SHRI K. MALLANNA: Will 
the Minister of INDUSTRY be pleas­
ed to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that techni­
cians of the training-cum-production 
centre at Poromphat, near Manipur’s 
capital Imphal, have been manufac­
turing the fabric on an experimen­
tal basis for the past few years;

(b) if so,  the details  regarding 
thfci* progress; and

(r) the time by when cloth made 
from pineapple leaves will be in the 
market?

THE  MINISTER OF  STATE IN 
THE  MINISTRY  OF  INDUSTRY 
(SHRI  JAGDAMBI  PRASAD YA- 
DAV):  (a) Yes, Sir.  The experi­
ments have  been continuing  since 
1974-75, as refuted by the Govern­
ment of Manipur.

(b) The  Centre was  established 
in 1970  and had  equipment worth 
Rs. 8000  Mechanisation of the Cen­
tre wns  taken up  thereafter and 
machmes worth Rs 37,600 have since 
been added.  153 trainees have been 
trained  at the  Centre.  Weavers’ 
Service Centre Imphal is alio actively 
associating itself  in these  experi­
ments and has helped in producing 
more than 1000 metres of fabric.

(c) The  cloth produced  by this 
Centre is already available for sale 
in limited quantities at the Centre.
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Profits ol Textile Industry

9377 SHRI BALASAHEB  VIKHS- 
PATIL: Will the Minister of INDUS­
TRY be pleased to state: •

(a)  whether  it is a fact &at tbe 
Textile Industry is making huge pro­
fits as a result of the new policy o£
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■the Government by selling  clo,th at 
higher prices without any increase in 
the cotton price;

(b) whether the Government would 
take suitable action  to ensure  that 
the higher profits are also distributed 
to the Workers of the industry  and 
the cotton growers;

(c) whether  Government are  re­
ducing the price of clo.th to give  re­
lief to the consumers; and

(d) if not,  what are the  reasons 
therefor?

THE MINISTER  OF  STATE  IN 
THE  MINISTRY  OF  INDUSTRY 
(SHRI  JAGDAMBI  PRASAD  YA­
DAV): (a) to (d). While the whole­
sale price index of raw cotton  dec­
reased from  168 4  during  August 
1078 to 164 2 during March 1979, the 
wholesale price index of cotton cloth 
(mills) increased from 182.7 during 
August 1978 to 185 5 during March 
1979. Government have held discus­
sions with the mdustry on the sub­
ject of increase m cloth prices and 
the industry were asked to devise 
steps to reduce prices of cotton cloth 
The industry has responded with the 
following three alternatives:—

(i) a roll back  to the  level of 
cloth prices prevailing in December 
1978;

OR

(ii) a price freeze on cc,tton cloth 
at the levels  prevailing  prior  to 
16th March, 1979;

OR

(iii) a reduction in ex-mill prices 
«f cotton cloth to tke extent  of 2
per cent of the invoice rates ob­
taining prior to 16th March, 1979.

None of these alternatives has been 
■acceptable to teovemtnent. Govern* 
raent is presently considering measures 
to compel the mills to roll back the 
prices to a reasonable lev«l.  > v
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