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THE MINISTER OF INFORMA
TION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI
L. K, ADVANI): (a) and (b). All India
Radio is already broadcasting solo
Pakhawaj (Mrudang) recitals both in
the general programme as well as
National Programme. Only very se-
nior and veteran artists are invited to
broadcast such solo recitals.

(ii) National awrds for artists are
given by the Sangeet Natak Academy
and hence do not come under the
purview of AIR.

(iii) Young artists are already be-
ing encouraged by AIR, by institut-
ing a special prize for Pakhawaj in
its annual Music Competition.  The
special prize was awarded to Sri
Goswami Devakinandanji Maharaj of
Indore in 1978. Veteran artist are al-
ready being invited to perform as
mentioned at (i), Besides, AIR has al-
ready started a scheme of recording
old masters for its archives in which
Pakhawaj artists are alsp included.

(iv) Pakhawaj artists are already
treated on par with all other artists
in the matter of travelling allowance
which corresponds to their grading in
AlR, While artists of higher grades
are paid First Class Railway fare,
other arlists are paid Second Class
railway fare.

(¢) Does not arise in view of (a)
and (b) above.
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