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Ml  SPE\S5R: Thii  » given in 
the statement.

PROF.  MADHU  DANDAVATE: 
The only addition that I would like to 
nsMte is that the central section which 
wiis  not cleared formerly has been clear- 
red now and therefore the first stage will 
be  completed by 19844)5 and in 1986 
itaelf the Central section will be completed.
I may inform the hon. Member that in 
the last  two  years,  every  project 
was  completed two or three months 
•head  of  the target  date fixed and 
in no case after the target date.

SHRI SACHINDRA LAL SINGHA: 
Whether it will be viable if it is done 
through phases.  :

PROF.  MADHU  DANDAVATE:
I have already replied that question. He 
did not listen to it probably.

SHRI  CHITTA  BASU : I  have 
gone through the statement  The se­
cond phase has been cleared by the Plan­
ning Commission which is a super Cabi­
net. But  one point remains to be ans­
wered.  According to the statement of 
the General Manager, Mr A. K. Chakra- 
varty of the Tube Railway of Calcutta 
the  trial run will begin from 1981. My 
point  is whether Government  would 
consider that this trial run would be a 
direct run right from the Dum Dum to 
Taligaoj so that this whole scheme can b 
completed  in one single phase. Unless 
it is completed in one single phase, it 
cannot be made viable  The reason i* 
that  this entire 16.4. Km. railway can 
cfcrry a passanger load of 16 lakhs. If the 
second phase, that is the sector between 
Esplanade to Shy am Bazar is obviated, 
the load capacity would be reduced only 
to 5 lakhs. Will the Government con­
sider this project and complete it in a 
single phase?

PROF.  MADHU  DANDAVATE:
I am rather surprised at this question. 
When I spoke about the central portion, 
that is from Shyam Bazar to Esplanade I 
dftrified  that this  will be completed 
within 1986. How can one expect the 
trial run in 1981 along the entire track ? 
IMbrtiinately,  the  trial run cannot be 
taken unless tracks are laid. That is my 
difficulty.

SHRI CHITTA  BASU:  If  the
General Manager  says so  ...

PROF.  MADHU  DANDAVATE; 
That  is for prototype trials between 
D<im Dum and Balgacniee.

SHRI SAUGATA  ROY :  That
is good and we are thankrul to the hon. 
Minister that he has said, now the Plan­
ning Commission authority's  objection

to the central phase of the project uuder 
Chittaranjan  has  been  overcome* 
We take the statement as it is May 1 
remaind him that he went to  Calcutta 
on 7th  April, and around 31st March, 
there was a  statement by the GM 
saying that the  Planning  Commiauen 
had put in obstacle to taking up digfang 
work  under the Chittarsftiian  avenue. 
After that,  there were demonstrations 
against this decision in Calcutta. When 
the Deputy Chairman of die Planning 
Commission went to Calcutta the  West 
Bengal Chief Minister specifically wrote to 
Prof. Dandavate about this saying lhat 
this should be cleared. Now, it appears 
in the  newspaper reports— Prof. Dan­
davate  must have seen them  alsothat 
an interested circle in the Ministry ■gd in 
the Planning Commission  in <y>Uu«?or> 
with some transport  owners and big 
businessmen of calcutta  were holding 
up sanctioning of this part. Now he envisages 
that there wul be no further difficulty or 
hold up due to extraneous circumstances. 
Would  you enlighten  us  about this 
circle holding up this work and creating 
this confusion regarding completion  ̂
the work ?

PROF.  MADHU DANDAVATE j
I am neither going to attribute any mo­
tive to the hon. Member nor to the 
Planning  Commission.  I have in
my hand an official letter of the Planning 
Commission dated 16th April signed by the 
Planning Commission authority  giving 
in writing a categorical clearance saying 
that the central portion has hem daartsd. 
As far as demonstrations are concerned, 
there may have been some demonstrations 
earlier. But when I went to the consti­
tuency of the hon.  Member to open 
Kalyoni Kahoni Township I found that 
40-50,000 people  were  assembled then 
to congratulate us for the fine work that 
has  been  completed Of  course,  11
persons  demonstrated.  I  only
them to bring at least more people, as it is 
a matter of shame for me to face only 11 
people.
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Starting Additional Express Train 
Connecting Gauhatl aad Gaoluur 

District

*703- SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA 
HALDER; Will the Minuter of 
RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government are aware 
that the people of the District of Cachar 
(Assam) can avail of only one express 
train to travel to other parts of Assam and 
the rest of the country;

(b) whether Barak Valley Express is 
an overcongested train and lot of pas. 
sengers are debarred from travelling due 
to lack of space every day;

(c) whether the General Manager, 
North Frontier Railways and the Railway 
Board have received complaints from the 
public, MLAs and other public repre­
sentatives in this connection ;

(d) whether Government would consider 
providing an additional express train 
connecting Gauhati and the District of 
Cachar; and

(c) whether Government would arrange 
to run the existing Barak Valley Express 
punctually?

TOE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
SHEO NARAIN) : (a) to (c). Yes, 
Sir. 11/12 Barak Valley Express has been 
found to be overcrowded.

(d) With effect from 16-4-79, a 
biweekly express has been introduced 
between Silchar and Gauhati.

(e) Every effort is being made to ixn* 
prove the punctuality performance 
of t i/is Barak Valley Express.




