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UJK. Government’s Offer to Modernise 
Indian Coal mines

8361. SHRI JANARDHANA POO- 
JARY; Will the Minister of ENERGY 
be pleased to state:

(a) whether U.K. Government have 
offered aid for modernising Indian 

coal mines; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI 
JANESHWAR MISHRA): (a) and (b). 
A Coal Mission of the Ministry of 
Overseas Development, U.K. visited 
the coal mining areas in India in 
April, 1978. This Mission in their 
report, inter alia, recommended the 
use of modern mechanised methods 
of mining in. order to increase the 
rate of increase in coal production. 
It also referred to the possibility to 
giving further financial aid, when 
required, far procuring inputs from 
the U.K. for raising the level of 
production.

Plane Crash at Lohagaan on 28-3.1979

8362. SHRI JANARDHANA POO- 
JARY: Will the DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER AND MINISTER OF 
DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether an IAF Plane crashed 
at Lohagaon Airport on the 28th 
March, 1979; and

(b) if so, the causes of the crash?

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
JAGJIVAN RAM): (a> and (b). An

IAF aircraft crashed about 500 meters 
to the east of Poona Airfield on 28th 
March 1979. A Court of Inquiry has 
been ordered to investigate the cause 
of the accident. This Inquiry is in 
progress. However, since the accident 
relates to an operational training ex­
ercise, it will not be possible to dis­
close any further details.

Suspension 0f Publication of certain 
Newspapers

8364. SHRI NIHAR LASKAR: 
\SHRI P. M. SAYEED:
SHRI M. V. CHANDRA- 

SHEKHARA MURTHY:

Will the Minister of INFORMA­
TION AND BROADCASTING be 
pleased to state:

(a) whether -some of the major 
newspapers are not being published 
for the last one or two months;

(b) whether “The National Herald” 
and “The Hindustan Times” are out 
of publication for the last two 
months; and

(c) if so, what is the main reasor 
for the same?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING (SHRI L. K. 
ADVAN1): (a) to (c). According to 
information available, “The National 
Herald” is not being published since 
sometime in March 1979 and “The 
Hindustan Times” was not published 
for some time in March-April, 1979. 
Strike/lock out due to dispute in the 
matter of wages, alleged mismanage­
ment etc. are stated to be the reasons 
for non-publication of 'The National 
Herald” while “The Hindustan 
Times” was not published for « 
short while due to strike of its em" 
ployees mainly for enhancement in 
their wages andpayment of banu*




