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Coal Burning in Jharia Group of
Mines

1018. SHRI FABITRA MOHAN
PRADHAN: Will the Minister of
ENERGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that as per
the publication of the Central Mines
and Minerals Research Bureau (insti-
tution) there has been a loss of coal to
the value of some three hundred and
ffty crores of rupees during the last
50 years in the Jharia group of mines
due to heating or burning;

(b) if so, what steps had been and
is being and will be taken to stop coal
burning and heating not only in the
Jharia area but also elsewhere in the
eountry;

(c) whether any coal burning took
place in the last five years including
the calendar years 1977, 1978 in the
said Jharia area and the value of coal
burnt during 1977 and 1978 calendar
years; and

(d) whether the coa] burning was
virulent sfter nationalisation of the
Coal Industry?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI
JANESHWAR MISHRA): () It is

a fact thui there are a number of
undergroung fires in Jharia coalfield,
some of which have been going on
for several decades. It is not possi-

ble to assess the loss of coa] due to
the fires.

(b) and (c). Defective mining prae--
tices in pre-nationalisation period had
been the cause of such underground
fires, ag coal is prone ty spontaneous.
heating in the presence of air. How-
ever, after the nationalisation, em-
phasis was given to get such areas
properly studieq for scientific reme-
dies with a view to controlling the
destruction of valuable natural re-
source, A senior level commitee in-
cludipg members from Bharat Coking
Coa] Litd, Central Mine Planning &
Design Institute, Central Mining Re-
search Station and Tata Iron and
Steel Company arrived at certain
broad conclusions including the me-
thog of tackling mine fires on sur--
face and underground. Subsequently, .
the Government appointed a Safety
Committee to go into various aspects.
of safety in mines and also coal fire
in Jharia coalfield specifically. This
committee identified 41 active fires in
Jharia coalfield and the recommenda-
tions on each of them have been ac-
cepted by thg Governmnt. As per





