
231 Written Answers FEBRUARY 27, 1979 Written Answer* 23a

iwrf m'wmf rmn'H
(*) tffh

(«) ipj* wr  $ m
f¥WT Tiftr $  697 st* tfkt
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Bungling of Recwt Film Festival

1194. SHRI SHANKERSINHJI 
VAGHELA:

DR. BIJOY MONDAL:

DR. RAMJI SINGH:

SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA:

SHRI MUKHTIAR SINGH 
MALIK:

Wil] the Minister of INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to 

state;

(a) whether there has been bungling 
by some Bureaucrats in the recent film 

festival held in New Delhi;

(b) if so, what;

(c) whether it has also been alleged 
that several film  V.I.Ps. have been 
denied invitations  to attend the in­
augural function and if so, the reasons 

thereof; and

(d) whether any  inquiry has been 
made and if so, the result thereof?

THE  MINISTER OF  INFORMA­
TION  AND  BROADCASTING 
(SHRI L. K. ADVANI): (a) and (b). 

No. Sir.

(c) Government have seen an arti­
cle appearing in the “Blitz” of 27th 
January, 1679 captioned “Bureaucrats 
Bungle Film Festival”. The allegations 
made are not vaild. All those who had 
conveyed their willingness to  partici­

pate in the festival were issued Admit­
tance Cards for  the inaugural- func­
tion.

(d) No, Sir.

Black Marketing in Soda Asfa

1195.  SHRI  PURNANARAYAN 
SINHA: Will the Minister of PETRO­
LEUM, CHEMICALS  AND FERTILI­
ZERS be pleased to state;

(a) is it a fact that Tata and some 
other producers  of Soda Ash have 
diverted all that they have been pro­
ducing into the black market through 
some dishonest traders,  dealers  and 
stockists and the soap making industry 
all over the country and paper making 
plants are being starved resulting in 
their stoppage;

(b) is it  also a fact that lecently 
there were some raids in which a large 
quantity of Soda Ash has been detect­
ed with anti-social traders; and

(c) what steps Government propose 
to blacklist all those dealers and pro­
ducers of soda ash and take over their 
trade and factories for production  in 
the public  sector  and  distribution 
through a Government agency or agen­
cies as may become necessary?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS  AND  FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI  H.  N.  BAHUGUNA):  (a)
No, Sir. All the manufacturers of Soda 
Ash in the country have been offer­
ing their production directly to indus­
trial consumers as well as to and thr­
ough their dealers. Soda Ash has now 
been put on Open  General Licence 
(OGL) since 15.1.1979 to all Actual 
Users (AUs) and Associations and Co­
operatives of AUs. The customs duty 
has also been reduced from 75 per cent 
to 5 per cent on dense and 35 percent 
on light St.da Ash. The Department of 
Chemicals and Fertilizers have also re­
cently issued  guidelines to  all  the 
manufacturers  of Soda  Ash in the 
country for allocating their production 
to industrial consumers atleast to the 
extent of their offtake  during  the 
calendar year 1977.

These measures will cover soap and 
paper units also.

(b)  The  Minister  of  Petroleum, 
Chemicals and Fertilizers have no in­
formation on this.




