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companies direct or to the Government
of lndia;

(d). what are the prospects of set~
ting up or blast Iurnaces 1or the pro-
quction of lron and sieel &b Govern-
mea.  ievel consequeuly — upon e

" avauabiuty ot the loan; and

(e). whether it is likely that America
or any otner foreign country may
parucipate 1n case a Government-
sponsored lron and Steel Frroject is
uuaertagen?

The Minister of Finance (Shri C. D,
Desnmuga): (a) It is not the usua
proceaure 10 ask the Alnleruauouali
Sank 10r any aehnite amount ol joun
{ articular project at ine oui-
::i. g?\yccgrmngw. no speciic amount
has been sougnt as loan trom the lnter-
pauonal Bank for ihe expansion ot
wron and steel production in India.
The amount will be negotiated after
tne Banx Mussion, which is now in
India, has submitted its report.

(b) Government have formulated
certain proposals and these are now
oeing discussed with the Bank Mission,

(c) The point whether the lJoan
wowda be advanced to the steel
g companies direct or to the Govern-
ment of India will also be a matter of
negotiation with the Bank after the
submission ot the report by the Bank
Mission.

(d) and (e). Government are expior-
ing the possibilities of setung up a
Government-owned unit tor the pro-
auction of iron and steel with the
assistance of a loan from the Inter-
nauonal Bank and in collaboration
with some existing steel manufacturer
who would be willing to participate.
It is too early to express an opinion
about the prospects of such a project
materialising.

Ri:LIGIoUS TEACHERS FOR FORcES

299. Shri Veeraswamy: Will the
Minister of Defemce be pleased to
state:

(a) whether religivus (eacheis are
employed in the Armed Forces;

(b) if so, what are the various
religious subjects that are taught to
the Forces;

(c) the number of such teachers and
their scales of pay; and

d) the total amount spent in 1951-
52( 31: these teachers and the total
amount allotted for this year?
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‘Ane Minister of Defence (Shri
Gogaiaswami): (a) Reugious teacners
are cmployed in the Army but pot in
we Inavy and the Air Korce.

Ch(rb) Hindu, Sikh, Muslim and
istian religious teachers been
€mpioyed in wne Army. have

(c) The actual number o religio
teacoers employed 15 not awfauame ::
Separaie stausucs® by classes of eme
ployment of personnel are not maige
tamned. Lhe number of relgious
leacners authorised however, as on 3ist
May, 1952 on a unit basis was:—

Pandits 445
Maulvis 8
Granthis 88
TozaL 541

The number ot padrees employed is
not avaiable, as they are employed on
a stauon basis where the number of
a particular denomination warrants it
Lnewr pay 1s Rs. 100 pan.

Pay ot religious teachers other than
paurees is Rs. 35 to Rs. 45 pan.

(d) Separate hgures or expenditure
on religious teacners are not compued,
nor 1s budget provisions made tor
categories of personnel separately.

GENERAL ELECTIONS
300. Shri Nama bass: Wil the
Minister of Law be pleased to state:
(a) what was the total number of
voters (tor the last general elections)
among the personnel of our Armed
Forces,

(b) how many of them were issued
with ballot papers; and

(c) how many of them exercised
their franchise?

‘fhe Minister of Law and Minority
Aftairs (Shri Biswas): (a) to (c). The
information is not available with the
Election Commission and will be col-
lected and laid on the Table of toe
House in due course.

COMMISSIONS IN THE INDIAN ARMY

301. Shri Buchhikotaiah: (a) Will
the Minister of Defence be pleased to
state the total number of Commis-
sions granted during the last year?

(b) How many were granted to
persons from the raniks?

The Minister of Defence (Shri
Gopalaswami): (a) 489.

(b)- 26.





