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The Deputy Minister of Railwars
and Trapsport (Shri Alagesan): = (&)
and (c). Separate accounts ' &le not
kept of the expenditure on the difter-
ent Wings of the Research Orgaijsaticn
on the Railways. 1he total cost ot re-
search for Civil, Mechanical, Electri-
cal, Metallurgical and Chemicai Wings
mcluding Documentation Service and
Library is estimated at Rs. 10.24 lakhs
in 1952-53.

(b) and (d). A comprehensive note
indicating the work undertaken by the
Civil Engineering Wing of the Resear-
ch Organisation is given at paras. 105
to 109 of the Report by the Railway
Board on Indian Railways for 1951-52,
Volume 1, a copy of which is in the
Library of the House. The correspond-
ing details for the Mechanical Engi-
neering Wing will be found at paras.
110 to 113.

Post OFficrs 1IN COOCH-BEHAR

468. Shri Barman: Will the Minister
of Communications be pleased to
state:

_ (a) the total number of Post Offices
and Sul-vust Offices in the District of
Cooch-Behar (West Bengal);

(b) whether it is a fact that the
rural arcas of that State are in need
of postal communications; and

(c) if so. what steps Government
‘propose to take in the matter?
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The Deputy Minister of Communica-
tions (Shrl Raj Bahadaur): (a)—

Head Office 1
Sub Office 67
Branch Office G4

(b) and (c). The programme for
opening post offices in villages with
population of 2,000 and above has been
completed. A new policy laking into -
account the population to bhe zerved
by a new post office, as alse ithe dis-
tance ol the new post office from exist-
ing post offices, is shortly going to be
1aid down. It is hoped that tnis will
Turther develop pastal.. communica-
tions in the Cooch Behar District.
35 new Post Oflices were opennd  in
that distriet during the last 3 years.
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The Deputy Minister of Conimuni-
cations (Shri Raj Bahadur): (a) There
is a full fledged extra departmental
branch office at Mardah. In 1949, it was
shifted to a hamlet named Kanarsi
about 6 furlongs from Mardah, since
suitable accommodation was not avail- °
able in Mardah.

(b) Representations have heen receiv-
ed from the Pradhan of the gaon sal ha
and from the residents of Mardah for
change of location of the ofice. The
matter is under examination by the
Postmaster General.






