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Ganga Brahmaputra Water Transport

473. Shri Anirudha Sinha : Will the
Minister of Tramsport be pleased to
state :

(a) whether it is a fact 1hat an experi-
mental pilot service on the Ganga Brahma-
putra rivers will be launched soon;

\b) whether boats will carry only
cargo or passengers as well;

(c) by what date the service will
commence;

(d) whether it would be an all-season
traffic ; and

(¢) to what extent it will relieve the
congestion on Railways both in respect of
of goods and passenger traffic ?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transport Shr1 Alagesan) : (a)
Yes, on the Upper Ganga between Patna
and Allahabad.

(b) Only cargo will be carried.

(c) Tenders for the construction and
su ply of the craft have been received.

e service is expected to be put into
opcranon auring 1956.

(d) Yes, except for one or two months
of the dry season.

(¢) The project is an experimental one
designed to test the technical feesibility
of shallow draft operation. The assess-
ment of traffic capacity will come la‘er.

Post Masters

474. Shri N. B. Chowdhury: Will
the Ntniuer of Communications be
pleased to :state the number of Post
Offices in West Bengal where teachers
are working as Post masters at present ?

The Deputy Minister of Home
Affairs (Shri Datar) : 448 Extra Depart-
mental Post Offices in West Bengal are in the
charge of teachers,
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Hoshiarpur District Post-Offices

476, ShriD. C. Sharma : Will the
Minister of Communications be pleas-
ed to state :

(a) the total number of post _offices
operating in the Hoshiarpur District
in Punjab;

(b) the number of post offices open-
ed there during 1954-55 on an experi-
mental basis ; and

(c) the names of these post offices
that will be made permanent ?

The Deputy Minister of Home
Affairs (Shri Datar) : (a) 352.
(b) 7.

(c) An experimental post office is made
permanent only when its annual loss
amounts to Rs. 240/- or less. It cannot
be said at the start which post offices
will ultimately be made permanent.

Kangra Post- Offices

477. Shri D. C. Sharma : Will the
Minister of Communications be pleas-
ed to state ;

(a) the total number of post offices
operating in  Kangra District in the
Punjab ;

(b) the number of post offices open-
ed there dunng 1954-55 on an experi-
mental basis ; and
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(c) the names of these post offices
that will be made permanent ?

The uty Minister of Home
Affairs (gﬂ It),;tlr) : (a) 314

(b) 23.

(c) Experimental post offices are made
permanent only when their annual loss
amounts to Rs. 240/- or less. It cannot
be said at the start which post offices will
ultimately be made permanent.

Crop Insurance Scheme

478. Shri D. C. Sharma : Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state the l:vrogress made in
regard to the Crop Insurance Scheme
during 1954-55 ?

The Minister of Food and Agricul-
ture (Shri A. P. Jain) ¢+ The pilot scheme
of crop insurance has not been implemen-
ted owing to the unwillingness of the
State Governments concerned to share
the expenditure involved therein mainly
on financial grounds. The methods of
crop insurance adopted by different count-
ries were, however, studied in 1954 by
the Food and Agricultural Organisation
of the United Nations with a view to
examine the possibility of their being
extended to wunder-developed countries
and a paper thereon was prepared by that
Organisation, and discussed with Experts
of various countries on the subject. On
receipt of final proposals, from the Food
& Agriculture Organisation, the matter
will be reconsidered by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Rescarch.

Rural Water Supply Scheme in
Andhra

479. Shri C. R. Chowdary: Will
the Minister of Health be plcascd to state
(@) Whether the Andhra State Gov-
ernment has submitted any  schemes
for water supply and drainage in Municipal
and rural areas to be included in the
Second Five Year Plan ;

(b) if so, the nature of the schemes ;
and

(c) the estimated cost thereof ?

uty Minister of Health

The
(Shrimati drasckhar) : (a) Yes,
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(b) Rural areas

. Construction of wells and house latrins
in groups of villages constituted into
units,

Urban areas

(i) Continuance of some of the Water
S1.11:|¥:1_:||r and Drainage Schemes started in
the First Plan. 'l

(i) Taking up of two new schemes—-one
for water supply and the other for Drainage

(c) Urban Schemes . Rs. 3280 lakhs
Rural Schemes. Rs. 2210 lakhs

Posta] Services

g:. Shri Ibrahim : Will the Minister
of mmunications be pleased to state
the number of cities in which Post and
Telegraph Offices remain open :

(1) till 9 P.M.

(2) day and night on all working days
as well as on Sundays and other
holidays ?

The Deputy Minister of Home
Affairs (Shri Datar): (1) 23 post offices
in 15 cities are kept open upto 8-30 P.M.
on all week days includi Sundays but
excluding post office holidays which are
about 16 in a year. As regards telegraph
offices 1697 offices (i.e. Departmental
Telegraph Offices, Combined Offices &
Licensed Telegraph Offices) are kept open
upto 9 P.M. on all working days, Sundays
and holidays.

(2) No post office works day and night.
1067 Telegraph Offices arc kept open
day and night on working days, and 1038
Telegraph Offices are kept open day and
night on Sundays and telegraph holidays.

Railway Accidents

481. Shri Ibrahim : Will the Minister
of Rallways be pleased to state :

(a) the number of railway accidents
on the North Eastern Railway during
1954-55 3 .

(b) the number of deaths and per-
sons injured ; and

(c) the amount of
paid ?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan) : (a) soo

compensation





