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Medical Ssores Depots

*63. Shri Gidwanl : Will the Min-
ister of Health be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a senior
officer of the Ministry of Finance has been
investigating into the working of the various
Madical Stores Depots; and

(b) if so, whether the officer concerned

"has submitted any report.

The Minister of Health (Rajkumari
Amrit Kaur) : (a) Yes.

(b) Part I of the report relating to the
headquarters establishment in the Dire-
ctorate General of Health Services, which
deals with the Medical Stores Depots, has
been received. '

Shri Gidwani : When will this other
part of the report be submitjed, and what is
the nature of the first part? ’

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur : The first
part of the report made two main recommen.
dations, that the sections of the Director-
General of Health Services dealing with
the medical stores depots should be re-
duced from three to two; and then certain
suggestions regarding decentralisation
of the work of the fixation of rates. Both
these recommeandations have been accepted
and implemented.

) N'ow,. the officer is continuing  his

investigations with regard to the working of

the medical stores depots. He has

Biven some suggestions which again are being
considered, and somc of them are being

u'fxplcmentod also. It is difficult to say

wirmn the fiaal report will be available,

Shri V. P. Nayar May I know
whether this officer has made any enquiry
into the case of out-dated surgical catguts
having been accepred by the medical stores
depots as supplied by a firm. in Delhi to
the tune of several lakhs of rapees ?

Rejkumari Amrit Kaur : [ am not
aware of that. .

Shri B. 8. Murthy : May I know
whcthcg any more medical stores depots
are being opened, and if so, in what
places ?

Rnihmn_ri Amrit Kaur : No
Mmoare are being opened. . I think it is
2 question of perhaps having less than
Wwhat we have today,

Foreign Food Gifts

_*6s. Shri M. S. Gurupadaswamy :
Wﬂlg;MhhmofFMl.‘M
be picased to state the total value of food
8ifts received from the various voluntsry
orgunisations of America during 1954-5s
and 155-96 (til September)?
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‘The Deputy Minister of Food and
Agriculture (&rl M. V. Krishnappe) 3
e Government of India have no infor-
mation about the value of the food
as these are received and distributed
amongst the needy.

Shri M. 8. Gurupadaswamy !
May I know Whether it is a fact that se
food articles are being distributed only
through Christian missionaries and not
through others, and if so, whether Govern-
ment have considered the question of dis-
tiibution through others also?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa t These
voluntary relief agencies in India receive
gifts from American agencies. The gifts
are distributed through Christian and
other agencies. Whenever a Christian
mission here receives gifts, they distribute
them mostly among the Christians; but
we insist that there should not be any dis-
crimination in this regard, and it is left
to the State Governments to ensure this,
for they have to certify that these gifts
were distributed without any discrimi-
nation. These missionaries are required
to produce the certificates from the State

Governments.

Shri M. S. Gurupadaswamy :
Has it come to the notice of Govern-
ment that certain other organisations want
these food articles for distribution in their
own areas where there has becn a lot of suff-
ering, but these voluntary agencies are not
co-operating with them, and even these
foreign agencies are not helpful to them?
If so, what action has been taken by Gov-
ernment to see that such articles are dis-
tributed to other agencies also?

Shri M. V. Krishnappas : There
arc two things in these gifts.  First, there
are gifts from Government to Governmennt;
whatever the American Government send
to the Government of India is our respon-
sibility, and we distribute it to the needy :
sad if any organisation makes a repre-
sentauon to us, we give the gifts to that
organisation, and they distribute it.

Secondly, there are some gifts which
are sent by the voluntary relief organisa-
tions in America to their own counter-
parts in India, such as some Christian mis-
sio aries and some churches. We have
no control over them cxcept that we act
as clearing agents’ since the gifts are duty-
free.}

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad : Arising
out of the answer just given, are we to un-

. derstand that it is the policy of Govern-

ment to allow the independent organisations
in America to send these gifts and insist
on their distribution through the mission-
aries e rzui:f ?tribal aress for motives

other

Shri M. V. Krishasppa : We have
recognised some of the institutio s is
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America, and they have been approved
by the American Government also. hen-
ever those institutions send gifts to the ins-
titutions in India, and the latter distribute
them here, we insist that there should not
be any discrimination. .

Dr. dhara Siva : In view of
the answer given by the hon.  Minister,
may I know whether there was any re-
quisition made from the Andhra State,
and if so, through what source?

Shri M. V. Krishnappa : These gifts
do not refer to Government gifts; they
are gifts sent by some voluntary orga-
nisations.

Mokameh Bridge

%66. Shri Sinha : Will the Min-
ister of ways be pleased to refer to
the reply given to starred Question No.
2662 on the 28th April, 1955 and state:

(a) the progress made so far in the con-
struction of the Mokameh Bridge; and

(b) whether it is keeping to thc time-
schedule ?

- The Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of Rallways and Trans-
g’on (Shri Shahoawsz Khan) : (a)

early 20 million c. ft. of standard size
and under-sized pitching stone has been
collected, earth work for the guide bank
has started, and arrangements are on hand
for starting in full swing the north approach
bank, well sinking, etc. as soon as working
j i Overall progress is

(b) Yes.

Shri Jhulan Sinha : If the work is

unhampered, when will this
Bl s et o rathes

Shri Shahnawaz Khan : We hope,
by December, 1959.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Azad : Is it 2 fact
that down from the unskilled earth-carry-
ing men up to the top, every person has
been imported from outside? Is it also
a fact that the progress of work, which has
been reported to be only 8 per cent is due
to this reason?

Shri Shahnawax Khan : I very res-
g;cd‘uily beg to submit that as usual the

n. Member is wrong. The most impor-
tant work in the construction of bridges
is the collection of material. We are col-
lecting the material, and the progress of
the work is very satisfactory.

Shri Bhagwat Jha Axad : Assuming

t I am wrong, would the hon. Minister
ve us the figure as to the percentage of the
persons employed who arc the wards and
sons of those who have voluntarily surren-
dered their lands and orchards in this area ?
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The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan) : I do
not know how many cases of voluntary sur-
render have been there. But I know this
much that we have to pay very heavily as
compensation for the lands that we have
had to take over there,
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