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of last Juns when h: visited Assam, parti-
culirly m:n-ioning abour dev:lopm:znt of
rail rrapsport of Assam: and

(b) if so, whather any step is proposed
to b: -ak:n on thdse icems m:n.jonzd in
the M mrandum?

The Minister of Railways and
Transport (Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri):
{a) Yes, Sir.

(b) As regards the= points mn;gmin_g
the Minis rv of Railways, the posijon is
as follows:—

(i) Improvament to the Link Route:

A Commirtee to gn in‘o tha questicn
of statilising the LINK ROUTE eihr
by imorwing the exisring route or by
sugg:s ing alcernative route has been
appointed.

(ii) Rail connection from Tejpur to North
impur:

At present it is not contemplated fo
exend the Railway line from Tejpur to
Nor.h  Lakhimpur.

(iii) Extension of Railway line from Pandu
to Garo H:lls, and dev:lspment of
existing work:hops ar Bangaigaon
Dibrugarh:

Thase matters are under consideration.

(iv) Crastructian of Railway Bridge over
the Brahamputra:

Ths proposal will bz considered for
examination if and whzn more funds be-
com: available during :he la.er stages of \he
S:cond Five Year Plan.

(v) Separate Railway Zone with head-
guarters ar Papndu:

It is not contemplared to Create a new
zone wih Pandu as headquariers,

(vi) Providing passemger amenities on the
State of Assam:

This is being already done,

As regards other points raised by
Hon'ble Mo:amber, informarion is being
collec.ed.

Regional Forest Research Station
in Assam

1558, Shri Debendra Nath Sarma:
Will the Minister of Food and Agri-
culture be pleased to state whether there
is’ore.:l prro h Sm emblii:“:mRegiaw

st Reszarch Station in during,
the Second Five Year Plan period? 1

The Dapm Minister of Labour
(Shri Abid All): The Standing Com-
mittee of the Central Board of Forestry
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in its meeting held in June last has made
a suggestion that if possible the establish-
ment of a ional Forest Research Sta-
tion in the North East Zone should be
attempted during the Second Plan period.
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Engineers in Railways

1560. Shri P. G. Sen: Will the Minis-
ter of Railways be pleased to state:

(a) the number of persons who have
become  Engineers or Assistant Engi-
neers without Engineering qualifications
in Signalling and Tele-Communication
Departments of the Railway;

(L) how many of them  are non-
matriculates and how many of them have
studied preliminary Science with special
reference to Eastern Railway; and
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(c) whether it is a fact that in such
cases of promotion necessary  mini-
mum qualifications  required for the
post of Inspictor or Assistant Signal
Engineers, were not into consi-
deration ?

The Mixister of Raifways =ud
Tranasport (Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri):
a) to (c). Information is bsing collected

m the Railways aad will be placed on
the mble of the House as soon as received.

Post Offices in Tirunelveli District

1561, Shri Thanu Pillal: Will the
Miaister of Commandcations be pleased
to stare:

(a) how many new Post Offices
have been opened in Tirunelveli District
in the First Five Year Plan period; and

(b) how many proposals are still
pending ?

The Minister of Communications
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a) 8s5.

(b) Targat for the First Five Year
Plan having b=en reached, there was no
carry-over from the past. Howsver, 3
propysals for op:ning Ofices during the
cuerent year are pending.

Dried Milk Plants

1562. Sardar Igbal Singh: Will
the Mister of Food sad Agriculture
be pleased to state:

{a) wasthar thers is  any proposal
for the installation of dried milk plants
at Madras and Calcutta with the co-
operation of the F.A.O.; and

(b) if so, the dstails of the scheme?

The D=puty Minister of Labour
EShﬂ Abid Alg : (a) No. The proposal
s for setting up Toned Milk Plants.

(b) Do:s not arise.

Bhatinds, Amritsar viz Hariks Bridgs
Railway Line

1553. Sardar Igbal Singh: Will
th= Miaister of Railmays bz pleased to
state:

(a) whathee  th: prepssal to baild
a Riilwiy lin: from Bhatinda to Amritsar
Ui‘:d Hirika Bridz: has bezen considered;
and

(b) if so, thre decisiom that has been
arrived at?

The Mimister of Nailways and
Traawport (Shri Lal Batradur Shaatri)s

es, Sir.
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_ (b) The proposal was not considered
justifiable on commercial and financial
grounds.

Conference of Bridge Engineers
at Lisbon

1564. Sardar Igbal Siagh : Wil
the Minister of Transport be pleased to
state:

(a) whether a Conaference of Bridge
%ginms was held in Lisbon recently;

(b),if so0, the main decisions of this
Conference ?

The Minister of Railways and
Transport (Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) The Congress discuss2d a number
of technical pap=rs on the subject of the
behaviour of various materials and struc-
tures under diTsrent typ=s of stress and
strain. An offizial copy of the conclusions
reached is awaited from the Congress
Authorities.

Road to Pilgrim Centres

1565, Sardar Igbat Siagh: Will the
Minister of Transport be pleased to
state:

(a) whsthr some amyint has been
sa1ztioazl and givea to the Statz Govern-
ment of Panjab for the improvement
of roads leading to pilgrim centres;

(b) the total amount so far sanctioned;

(c) names of places where this amount
will be spent?

The Minister of Railwa and
Transport (Shri Lal Bahadur gutﬁ):
(a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

Raflway Level Crossings

1566, Sardar Iqbal Singh: Wil the
Minister of Rallways be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is  fact that level
crosings on Grand Trunk Road near
City Ludhiana, Pihular, Goraya, Beas
and other crosaings remain cl due to
heavy Railway traffic which causes great
inconvenience to road traffic; and

(b} if %o, the action Go
propose to take in this regard?

The Minister of M—gﬂ.g)d
Tramport (Shei Lal Bahadur

(a) and (b). Level crossings are closed fo
the passage of trains but so far, there ha
been no complaint asbeut any serious





