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severely affecting public transport and
agriculture;

(b) if so, whether Government has
supplied the requisite quota of diesel
to West Bengal in the months of Jan-
uary and February; and

(c) it not, what steps have been
taken to supply the necessary quantity
now?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM
AND CHEMICALS (SHRI VEEREN-
DRA PATIL): (a) Duye to the agita-
tion in Assam and consequent closure
of the three refineries located in that
State and Barauni Refinery in Bihar,
the availability of high speed diesel
oil (HSD) in many of the States, in-
cluding West Bengal, was alfected.
The State Government was advised
to give highest priority to agriculture.
Some effect may have been felt on
public transport.

(b) The following are the details
of sales of HSD for the months of
January and February 1980 and the
allocations for March, 1980 for West
Bengal: —

“ Month Quantity in mctric
tonnes
January /80 . 50619 (approximately)
February /[8o-. ., 50078 (approximately)
March (8o .
(allocations) 61000 (approximately)

The State Government haq been
asking for additional allocations of
HSD from time to time. It is not
possible to indicate the percentage of
demand that has been fulfilled.

(¢) The allocation of HSD for
March 1980 has already been increa-
sed substantially.
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Purchase of Onions from Maharashtra
by NAFED

782. SHRI UTTAMRAO PATIL:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
be pleased to state:

(a) the rate per quintal of onions
which the NAFED has purchased from
the Government of Maharashtra fromr
July, 1979 to December, 1879,





