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Crisis In Handloom Industry in
Keralg

1844. SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA.:
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are
aware of the serious crisis in the
handloom industry in Kerala resulting
from stoppage of production in this
sector due to accumulation of stock,

(b) if go, whether Government pro-
pose to take immediate stepg to make
varn available at rates prevailing be-
fore October, 1978 and to allow gpe-
clal rebate of 20 per cent from 15th
March to 30th April; and

(c) other stepy taken or proposed
to be taken tp avert the crisis?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
(SHRI CHARANJIT CHANANA):
(a) According to the Government of
Kerala, the primary cooperative
societies hold stocks worth Rs, 341
lakhs, the apex society Rs. 234 lakhs
and the handloom Development cor-
poration Rs. 60 lakhs totalling Rs. 655
lakhs. They have not reported any
stoppage of production in the hand-
loom sector,

(b) and (c) At present Indian Cot-
ton Mills Federation are making
allotments of yarn to various State
Government agencies including Kerala
as per the Indents forwarded by the
Development Commissioner Hand-
looms at market prices directly ‘from
the mills. The quantity proposed for
Kerala under the existing arrange-
ment ig 2075 bales per month. The
Government are further examining
measures to make this quantity avail-
able at reasonable prices. Govern-





