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Cement pipes reinforced with stecl Tonne 1800 13
Iron and Steel . . .
Metal manufactures _ B -
Others _ _ .
Total Exports _ _ "

B8— Imports
Spices Kgs 853 l
Others _ . -
Total Imports _ _ .52

—_—— ' —_——

*Includes figures for petrolcum products.

Import Licences

3947. SHRI GHUFRAN AZAM: Will
the Minister of COMMERCE
be pleased lo state:

(a) the total value of import licences
1ssued in the financial year 1979-80 1n
respect of (i) Capital Goods (i1) Con-
sumer Goods;

(b) the estimate of outstanding uu-
utilised Import Licences in both cate-
gories during 1879-80;

(c) names of the defaulters (State-
wise); and

(d) the action Government has taken
against these defaulters?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) The
value of import licences issued for
capital goods including heavy electri-
cal plants during the year 1979-80 was
Rs. 737 crores, Consumer goods are
banneq itemg under the import policy
and licences are normally not to be
1ssued for the import of such items.

(b) The initial period of validity of
CG licence is required to utiliss it be-
fore the wvalidity period expires.
Accordingly, there could be no de-
faulters, as on date, in so far as licences

issued for capital gooas during 1978-
80 are concerned.
(c) and (d). Do not arise,

Export of Tea

3948. SHRI GHUFRAN AZAM:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether India has glumped to
second place compared to other coun-
tries in export of tea; and

(b) if so, what are the reasons and
measures taken by Government to
boost-up tea trade?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) Al-
though there was a slight decling in
the export of tea from India ih 1978,
India still remains the world’s lead-
ing exporter of tea considering her
export performance for the past 5
years ending 1879.

(b) Thero was a slight decline 1n
our tea exports during 1978 mainly
due to (i) over-stocking of leas by
the major tea-importing countries in
the preceding year, (ii) un-competi-
tiveness of our teas as compared to
{ha teas nf other exporting countries
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due to imposition of export duty on
tea in 1977, and (iii) over-all lack of
buoyancy in the export trade. The
steps taken by Government in the
wake of declining exports in 1978, in-
clude (i) the abolition of export dut.y
on tea with effect from 14-2-1979, (ii)
re-infroduction in January, 1979 of
{he system of refund of additional
excise duty on packet tea expo;ts,
(iii) placing the import of tea bagging
machines under OGL, (iv) the reduc-
tion in the import duty on tea bagging
machinery from 75 per cent to 25
percent w.e.t. 18--80, and‘(V) en-
hancement of the rate of casn com-
pensatory support from 10 per cent to
12} per cent on packet tea and 'tea
pbags from April, 1979. In addition,
the Tea Board’s office abroad continue
to undertake various promotional
measures name generic promotion,
uni-national prcmotion, participation
in trade fairs, exhibitions etc.

Working of Sick Textile Units under
Nationa] Textile Corporation

3949. SHRI S. M. KRISHNA: Will
the Minister of COMMERCE be

pleased to state:

(a) what measures have oeen taken
by Government to revamp the working
of the various sick textile units at pre-
gent run by the National Textil2 Cor-
woration;

(b) whether in view of the present
trends in the textile industry, Govert
ment have considered the desirability
of taking up the mamufacture of man-
made fabrics in some of these mills
like terrycot, terene and other tyres
of blended fabrics;

(¢) if not, the reascns therefor; and

(d) what steps Government propose
to take in the matter with a view to
ensure profitable working of the Na-
tional Textile Corporation?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) and
(d). Some of the impertant steps taken
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and/or being taken to improve the
working of NTC mills and to make
them viable are as follows:—

(i) modernisation/renovation of
the machinery;

(ii) rationalisation of work load
and labour force;

(iii) bulk procurement of raw
materia] on centralised basis;

(iv) diverstfication in the pattein
of production; and

(v) installatian of diesel generat-
ing sets in s'me of the uvits (o
overcome power shortages.,

(b) Terrycot and blended fabrics
are already being produced in some of
the NTC mills where necessary flaci-
lities are available,

(c) Does rot ¢rise.

Golds output of Kolar Gold Fields

3950. SHRI S M. KRISHNA. will
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to siate;

(a) what is the present gold ocut
put of the Kolar Gold Fields;

(b) whether it has been explored &
any stage that the mining of lowe
grade ore will yield more profitahic
results: if not, the reasons therefor
and

(c) what other measures are propts-
ed to be taken to raise the output ani
create more employment potential for
the Local miners who had lost their
jobs on account of retrenchment some
time back?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHR!
PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a) The
output of gold during 1979-80 Wwas
1560 kgs. The output during the first
quarfer of 1980-81 was about 375 k&5





